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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Hereas the Reverend Incumbent of 


for his Worth) has deſir'd an Ad- 
vertiſement to be Publiſhd ; | This Sermon 
was Preach'd to the Great Offence of the Mi- 
niſter of the Pariſh, and ſome of the Hearers, 


and is now Publiſh'd contrary to their Judg- | 
ment, and Friendly Admonition ]: 7 alſo de- 


fire the ſaid Incumbent to prove any Falſhood ei- 
ther in Doctrine or Fact, and I ſhall readily re- 
tract it. N 


April 1, ot; 


St. Mary»le-Bow, ( whom 1 honoar 
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Ittle did I think this day Fortnight, ever to have 
crept out of my quiet beloved Obſcurity, to ap- 
pear in Print, Chaviee eſpecially no Dignity, 

not ſo much as M. A. to Adorn a Title-Fage,) 

much leſs to become the Town-talk ; of which (as a great 
 Unhappineſs ) I ever had both a dread and abhorrence : 


But I hop d to have ſtole a paſſage through the World, (as © 


T have hitherto done,) to uſe the Words of our Admitable 
| Mr. Norris, ( whom love to think and ſpeak after,) 


Like Subterraneous Streams, unheard, unknown. 


But Providence has now call d me (and I muſt not repine ) 
to ſuch a Service as has broke all thoſe Meaſures, and 
made me be taken up in the lips of talkers (and as 
ſome would have it, though I hope moſt unjuſtly ) an In- 
famy of the People, Ezek. 36. 3. I quickly foreſaw 
that this Undertaking would coſt me dear ; that it would 
reduce me to this uncomfortable Dilemma, this hard Choice, 
Either to be Unfaithful to God, or Diſtaſtful to Man; 
and what ſhould I do? Decline it I could not, and Pre- 
varicate in it I durſt not; 10 as God threatens Jeremiah 
*x. 17. I confound thee before them. For how could I 
mncerely promote the great Work of Reformation then before 
me; and point out and remove ( which was my profeſ# 


| he Three laſt Objections, ( under which all the harſh Gre- 
ting part comes in ) when I knew in my Conſcience, ( and 


tl the World knows ) that thoſe are by far the greateſt R 8 


than all the reft together? Though at the ſame time, they 


could not be touch d upon withcr't giving (4 I knew they 


pvould, and find they have,) great Offence : But it I yet 


pleaſed Men, I ſhould not be the Servant of Chrilt: 
is plain I could have no Motive but Duty to Gad, c 


» 


Diſcharge of my Conſcience, to put me. upon that which, 
muſt needs procure me many and powerful Enemies, and 
nvolve me in numberig{s Troubles ; but the beft æn t is, I 
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eſign ) the Obſtacles that lye in the way, and yer balk 


mora's to our Progreſs, nnd have done us more Miſchief 
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bave wothing in this World vcth einher Lg or Reep- 
ing; and my Life in the Canſe of God and Trath, I. 
. reckon better Loſt than Kept. | . 
Z3 It has been a long while to me Matter of Deep Concern, 
f and Caen, Sorrow, to obſerve the Sacred Name of the 
| f Church ſo vilely abus'd by deſigning or debauched Men: 
By the firſt, to kindle and foment Diviſions and Fealouſies 
berween Proteſtants of the ſame Faith and Country, at" 
tbis Critical Jun&ure'; when there is the moſt evident 
Neceſſity of the ſtricteſt Union againſt an Enemy, whoſe. 
known Maxim is, Divide & Impera, and whoſe main 
hope of Succeſs is to weaken us by home-bred Feuds, and ſo 
reduce us. On the other hand, by debauched Men to oppoſe 
all Attempts for Reformation of Manners, to render all 
Godlineſs, and Conſcientious Walking, odious and contempti- 
tible under the Name of Phanaticiſm, and to skreen their 
Vices and Malignity with the Veil of the Sanctuary, and 
give too much occaſion for that av? Bk togt g . 
nearer the Church, the further from God. Now I durſt 
not ſlip he an Occofion as Providence had laid in "7 
way, to detect their pernicious Practices, and ſet Things in 
a true Light. TE 85 | 
The only Cauſe of Diſquiet ] have, is that vain an 
groundleſs Suggeſtion, (which yet paſſes with many) (ſo 
natural is that fear of Man which bringeth a Snare) 
that this may prove prejudicial to the Worthy Perſons en- 
i gaged in the Societies: Tho bow that ſhould be, I canno 
imagine, after the Publick Declaration I made, that they 
were (except a very few) Strangers to my Perſon, and all 
to my Deſign ; (which indeed no Mortal was privy to, non 
ever ſaw or heard one Syllable before-hand of what I thei 
delivered.) Now this Gealouſp muſt ſuppoſe the Heighth* 
of Tyranny and Unjuſtice in Perſons of Power and Autho-| 
rity, (beyend what I ever heard of in France) to wifi" 
the Faults of the Preacher upen the innocent Hearers, an- 


refuſe to do their Office, or do it leſs faithfully, becauſe | 


N 


ba de offended them. 
However, to clear them from all manner of Suſpicio 

( Jeſt the Guilt of Truth ſbeuld lye at their doors) Tl d 
them this further Fuſtice, to let the World know all tha 
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2-7 paſt before or \ſmce. 


On Saturday wery late, the 18th 
Inſtant, Three Gentlemen (of whom I knew Tapo by Sight, 
the Third was a Perfect Stranger) came to my Houſe, and 
defired me to Preach the Retormation-Sermon on the 27th. 


I. ſuſpected then (what they have ſince told me,) That they 


tho 
O 


had Fail d elſewhere ; (it ſeems) one whom they depended on 


25 gone out of Town; and they try d others in vain, at 
laſt (I wonder how it came into their heads) they pitch d 
en me. I objected the ſhortneſs of the warning, ( having 
much daily interruption upon the account of my Charge, is 


being my Turn here for Attending.) But chiefly, what-1 
25 would have brought me off ; that 1 _ not only 


” 
bſcure, and ſo unfit for ſuch a Work ( which had been 


* bonourd by the Higheſt of our Function, ) bur alſo Ob- 
7. Noxious, and not well-Thought of, by ſome in great Autho- 


rity, whom it was their Intereſt to Oblige. With all This 
I defired them to Acquaint their Principals, and try to get 
a fitter Perſon ; if not, to let me have Notice on Monday. ; 
and when I had conſider d on it, and deſired direction of the 
Only Wiſe God, rather than they ſhould be without a Ser- 
mon, I would undertake it. I did accordingly (upon their 
repeated Deſire, Monday the 20th ; ) and it feems, have 
pull d an old Houſe upon my Head. Thoſe who employ d me 
have been by far my ſevereſt Cenſurers : They have ever 
ſince worri d me without Mercy,loaded me with Reproaches, 
tir d me out with Cavils and Contradittions, and not given 
me one quiet day. I ſuppoſe what they have ſince ſaid 
and done, could not be in the name of all the Societies, 
for I can bardly think, ſuch a Body of Men could be ( One 
and All) ſo Rude and Unreaſonable. Tis like, their Sen- 
timents (as well as others) may vary abcut me; and ſome 
ſay, He is a Good Man, others, Nay ; but I've heard 
none ſay, He Deceiveth the People; for what I have 
ſaid is notoriouſly True; and asto Fatt, I am ready to make 
Oath of every Syllable. | 
But Truth (tis ſgid) is not to be ſpoken at all times. Bus, 
I think this is the Time ( if ever) #0 undecei ve the Warld ; 
when we ſeem almoſt upon the Brink of Ruin, cnd nothing 
(under God) but the timely Opening of People's Eyes can 


prevent it: And the Pulpit ſure is rhe m pi per Flace ; | 


N 
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a — (when God 1s concern d, as he in in all this. have done 
fi when I have anſwered theſe few Objections; which are 
Bis all I can yet hear of. N 50. LS 
| Obj. 1. You have usd a ſtrange Freedom; and even 
I! extreme. Boldneſs. | 13 8 
1 Anſw. I confeſs the Charge, and juſtify my ſelf from 
| that Prayer of the Apoſtles, (whoſe Pattern 1 we may 
ia feln follow) Acts 4. 29. Grant unto thy ſervants, that 
|} with all boldneſs they may ſpeak thy word; and in 
| + divers other Places of the Acts to the ſame effect. 
Obj. 2. You have made ſeveral harſh Reflections upon ———= 
Anſw. I charge none but the Guilty; thoſe that are In- 
nocent are no-wiſe concern d. But if any conceive them- 
ſelves injur d; I reply with the Town-Clerk, Acts 19. 38. 
'The Law 1s open, and there are Deputies, let them 
implead; or :ake what other Method of Redreſs they pleaſe. 
Obj. 3. Some ſay you are mad; and it ſeems they have 
the Authority of a Great Perſon for it ; and ſure no man 
in his Senſes would venture to ſpeak the Truth ſo plainly at 
this time of day. I anſwer (and if they won't believe me, 
they may chuſe ) in the words of St. Paul, Acts 26. 259, 
I am not mad, — but ſpeak forth the words of truth *' 
and ſoberneſs. | oe Mere | 5 
Obj. 4. You are not ſerious enough. ] have anſwer d this 
in the Sermon, I ſhall only add, Ridentem dicere verum 
quid vetat? A Man may be merry and yet in good earneſt; © 
and all bo have been my Hearers theſe Twelve Years wil © 
bear me Witneſs; that I never affected to ſeem odd and fin- 
gular, nor to imitate them, Qui captant Hominumriſum *' 
J Bc Fe tt -- N 
| | Qu. F. Is it any! as publiſhd? Anfw. It is accord- 
$ ing to my Notes, with utmoſt exactneſs: there is a good deal 
added that was pre par d, and I had not time to deliver: but 
nothing left out, except two or three ſhort Paſſages, which 
never were in my Notes : and nothing material alter d, but | 
two or three Words at the Printer's deſire. | 
Any one that pleaſes may come to me, and peruſe my Notes 
for fuller Satisfaction. I conclude the Preamble with this 
hearty Prayer, That this ſmall Treatiſe may, by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, prove effectual. Acts 26.18. To open Men's 
Eyes, and to turn them from Dacknefs to Light, &c. 
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Plain Engliſh. 


—— 


But Judgment ſpall return unto Rizhte- 


ouſneſs, and all the upright in Heart 


/hall follow it. 
[| Should think my ſelf a very ill Husbarid of 


my time (one Minute whereof 1 grudge to 
be diverted from the main Buſineſs of the 
Day) ſhould I employ it in calling a Conſult, 
much more in raiſing the whole Poſſe of Criticks, 
Scholiaſts, various Readings and Verhons, that 
Cloud of Mitneſſes which often ſerve to darken 
the Text; tho? to make the Citers Learning and 
Reputation clear, and ſtarc a Myſtery, or ra- 
ther raiſe a Miſt where there was none before - 
At beſt they are like Winter Nights, bright 
perhaps and wholſom, but very Cold. Whereas 
we have warmer Work tow before us, and I 
am very loath it ſhould Cool in my Hands. 
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I ſhall therefore content my ſelf with this 
plain, eaſie and obvious Senſe Gwhich is gene- 
rally the beſt) and call in no other help but ſome 
paralel Texts, (one Text of Scripture, being the 
beſt Key to open the meaning of another.) 

But Judgment ſhall,,.return unto Righteouſneſs. 
7, e. Juſtice ſhall begin once more to run in the 
right Channel „ the. former Obſtructions being 
happily remov'd'; and as 'tis expreſt Am. 5. 24. 
Judgment run down as Waters, and Righteonſneſs as 
a mighty ſtream. And ſo like Tigris and Euphrates 
form one ſtrong and beautiful Current (“ or place 
© of broad Rivers and Streams) bear down all 
Dams, and force its way through all reſiſtance ; 


to the {ame effect is that expreſſion, Mat. 1 2. 20. 


Till he ſend forth Judgment unto Victory, i. e. to 
Triumph over Fraud, Lewdneſs, Injuſtice and 


Oppreſſion. 


For it is not (we know) always thus: Solomon 
had ſeen, and ſo have I too; And wiſn it be not 


10 now, Eccleſ. 3. 16. The place of Judgment, that 


Wickedneſs was there, and the place of Righteouſneſs, 
that Iniquity was there. That is, the very Foun- 
« dations of the Earth out of courſe, but now 
ce they ſhould be eſtabliſnt again upon their right 
© Baſis. I conceive the ſame thing to be intended, 
Plal. 6@. 4. Thou haſt given a Banner to them that 


fear thee, that it may be diſplayed becauſe of the 
Truth. i. e. God diſplays, as it were, his Royal 


Standard, and beats up for Volunteers; as in the 
Verſe after my Text, Who wild riſe up for me againſt 
the Exil-deers 2 &c. And becaule a taſte of Au- 
thority may perhaps be expected, Mr. Weſley in 
his Reformation Sermon upon this laſt Text, 8 
muc 


much the fame Explication; to whom as alſo for 
the Context I refer you. | 
Well now, upon ſuch a bleſſed turn of Affairs, 
what Enſues? All the upright in Heart ſhall follow 
it. i. e. Every Sincere, Honeſt, Well-meaning 
: Chriſtian, that has the true Love and fear of God, 
; (whoſe Heart God has touched, as tis ſaid of the 
Band that followed Saul, 1 Sam. 10. 26.) ſhall ob- 
+ ſerve and ſtrike in with this favourable juncture of 
Providence (For a Wiſe Mans Heart, Eccleſ. 8. 5. 
diſcernetbh both Time and Fudgment); ſhall Lift him- 
ſelf under the great Captain of our Salvation, and 
lend an helping hand to ſet forward Reformation. 
Al the upright in Heart ſhall follow it. Not at a 
- wary diſtance, as St. Peter followed Chriſt, Mar. 
26. 58. afar off, unto the High-Priefts Palace; 
and our of an Itch of Curioſity, to ſee the end: 
Much leſs as Judas followed, or rather dog'd him 
into the Garden to betray him. Not as /Veuters 
hover about the Field of Battle, to ſee which 
> fide will prevail, and then to trrike in with the 
Conquerors: or as the French while the Fugliſb and 
f Dutch Fleets were engag'd, to daſh one againſt the 
other, and make a Prey of both; (and there are 
ſome amongſt us that would play the fame Game 
over again.) Nor as Suttlers follow the Camp to 
make a penny; or as many of our Young Gallants, 
to get a Name and ſomewhat to talk of. But ro 
follow it cloſe and in good earneit, asa Lawyer 
would follow a Fat Caule, or a Broker a gainful 
Bargain, or an Hungry Courtier a good yielding 
K Place,or ſome others their Comfortable Importance 5 
ſo to follow as to over-take, whatever it colt us 


5 
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+ like Gideon's Men, Judg. 8. 4. Faint, yet purſuing. 
a B 2 To 


d preſs at the ſame rate as St. Paul did toward the 
Prize of his High Calling. J fo run, not as uncer- 


tainly, ſo Fight I, not as one that beateth the Air, © 


this one thing I do, I follow after to apprehend, that 
for which alſo I am apprehended of Chriſt. Tis for 


want of ſuch an Hearty Reſolution that we fail if 


at all: Therefore is Judgment far from us, Ia. 59.9. 
neither doth Fuſtice overtake us. 

This I conceive to be the Senſe of our Text: 
However, if it ſhould not be the right, I am ſure 
cis a good one, and tuch as the whole Tribe of 
Criticks cannot juſtly except againſt. Admictin 
this to be the Pſalmiſts meaning, © 1 ſhall further 


„ oblerve (what every one knows) that the Book 
« of P/alms conſiſts of Prailes, Prayers, or Prophe- 


< fies, but our Text is neither of the former, ergo 
& the latter, and | think 1 may ſubjoyn in our Sa- 
viours words, (at leaſt in a qualified Senſe) Luke 
4 21.This Day is this Scripture fulfilled in your Ears. 
For if ſome ſharp-ſighted Ferfons (as my Lord 
Bacon for one) could in that Prophecy of Daniel 
F2. 4. Many ſhall run too and fro, and Knowledge 
ſhall be increaſed , read the diſcovery of both the 
Indies, the Uſe of the Compals, and other great 
improvements of Art and Knowledge in the Na- 
tural World: 1 think we may as clearly and with 
leſs liraining of the words read in our Text, the 
more valuable improvements this Laſt Age has 
been bleſt with, (as an Antidote againit its a- 
bounding Rampant Iniquity) in the Moral World. 
Amongſt which your Societies (for 'tis pity to 
part them, they do ſo ſweetly combine)moſt deſer- 
vedly lead the Van, as being the beſt Virtuoſos, the 
True Royal Society, and to whom the World is 
| | incompa- 
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incomparably more oblig'd. And as far as my Ac- 
quaintance with Hiſtory reaches, I dare make that 
Challenge to all Bae Job 8. 8. Inquire [ 
pray thee, of the former Ages, and prepare thy ſelf to 
the ſearch of their Fathers, and let them find me your 
fellow, in all reſpects, if they can; and I hope that 
Prophetick Bleſſing belongs to you, ver. before, Tho 
your beginning was ſmall, yet your latter end ſhall 
greatly increaſe. And thongli you are but of Teſt day, 
ver. 9. you may be well laid in the Ballance againſt 
all that numerous Fry and Rabble of Fraterniries, 
which Rome that Fruitful Mocher of Fornicartions has 
ſpawn'd theſe Thouſand Years: Not excepting 
her laſt and darling Brood/an4 I hope *rwiil prove 
0 laſt, that ſhe's paſt Bearing, and God has given 
bher:a Miſcarrying Womb and dry Breaſts) thoſe 
who impudently call themſelves the Society of 
Feſus; as who ſhould fay, Trxly our Fellowſhip is 
with the Father, and with his Son Feſus. But we 
may boldly appeal to himſelf, if they do not foully 
bely him, in thoſe words after our Text, ver. 20. 
all the Throne of Iniquity have Fellowſhip with Thee 
which frameth Miſchief 9 a Law? Twould be a 
greater Miracle then all that are aſcrib'd to Xavier 
dcoſta, and the whole Order of them to reconcile 
thoſe Leopards, Tygers and Aſps with the Lamb of 
, © the Meck and Lowly Jeſus. And if they 
like him in any thing, tis in that one inſlance, 
lit in a far different Senſe, Luke 12. 49. I am come 
a ſend Fire on the Earth, and what care they if it 
already kindled ? If all Chriſtendom be in 2 
ame, ſo the Tares of the Northern Hereſie be bur 
nt up, and the Incendiaries can make their For- 
es in the General Combuſtion, : 
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Which I ſhall obſerve this eahe and unaffected Me! 


none yet have done fo fully as might be wiſh't)af 


6 Plain Engliſb. 


But ye have not fo Learned Chriſt : your Princi- 
les and Practices are as oppoſiteto theirs as Light 
to Darkneſs ; nay, as Chriſt to Belial: your De- 
ſign fo Generous and Dilintereited, ſo manifeltly 
Calculated for che Publick Good, ar your own 
great Expence, both of Labour and Treaſure, and 
even hazard of your Lives; that Malice it ſelf 
knows not where to faſten, and is almoſt forc't to 
fall down before you, and confeſs that God is in 


you of a Truth. But to clear my ſelf of the Charge 


of Flattery, I appeal to the Account the Reverend 
Dr. Kenner, and your fait Friend Dr. Woodward: 
have given of your Succeſſes at Home, and Hon- 
ourable Teſtimonies from Abroad; in which they! 
have done you, and hut done you Juſtice; and left? 
any ſuſpect me of a deſign upon you, I ſuppofe *tis 
well known you are no Corpora:ion (and I am a» 
fraid never will be) and have no Livings or Digni 
ties in your Diſpoſal, nor do you ever give (tha 
I kear of) any Salary, or to much as a Scarfe to you 
Chaplains. But perhaps I may take that Freedom 
with you © in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe, as ſha 
leave no ſuſpition of Flattery or Self-ends. | 


thod. 3 

Firſt, To prove this Great, and Unqueſtionab 
Obligation, When Judgment returns to Righteou® 
meſs, for all the upright in Heart to follow it. 

Secondly, To lay down ſome neceſſary Rules ar 
Cautions whereby ye may ftrive Lawfully, and 
obtain the Maſteries. < | Tg 
Thirdly, What will be the main Buſineſs an; 
Burthen of the Day; to anſwer Objections (whis 
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Plain Engliſh. | , 
under this Head our main Arguments will Natu- 
rally fall in, and appear in their beſt Light and 
Strength, when the Objections are {et as a foil a- 

ainſt chem. | 
Laſtly, If my Time, and your Patience, be not 


{ quite ſpent, I ſhall cloſe up all with a brief Ex- 
= Hortation. | 


For *tis fair to let you know before-hand that I 
ſhall conſiderably exceed the uſual Time: For Imay 
{ay with Elihn, Job 32.18. Iam full of Matter, the 


» Sperit mithin me conſtraineth me; I will ſpeak that I 
may be refreſhed. I have a great deal to fay to 
you, and I ſhall ſcarce ever have ſuch another Op- 
1 Portunity to meet you all together again. The 


Caſe is extraordinary, and ſo perhaps is the Meſ- 
{x lage wherewith I am charg'd. We ſeem upon our 
% lait Legs, and Meaſures myſt be concerted to re- 


trieve our Loſſes, or we muſt think of laying 
don our Arms: And perhaps I may have ſome- 


what conſiderable to offer, (which cannot be done 


in an hurry); and if you can have the Patience to 
hear me out, (for the main of my Meſſage I fhall 
reſexve to the laſt) you may lee reaſon to confeſs 
that your Time was not miſpent : But this I pro- 
miſe, by God's aſſiſtance, to ſay as much in as few 
> words as is poſſible; for Senſe will lye cloſe, and 
LT hate ro.multiply words without cauſe, eſpecially 
before ſuch Auditors, knowing that the Kingdom 
, God is not in Word but in Power. 


But I hope there is little need of ſuch Apolo- 


i 3 gies to you Gentlemen of the Reformation (for with 


you properly. my Buſineſs is); for beſides chat, 


.; theſe Sermons have by conſent a Diſpenfation from 


the uſual narrow reſtraints, they dave Iknow 
B 4 among 


JE Oe Plain Engliſh. 
among our Diſſenting Brethren ;, and I am not © 
aſhamed to call them Brethren, and 1 hope you 
arenot; two Hours being allow'd by them, and 
*tis but enough, forſo weighty a Task); and 1 
know no Canon but Cuſtom (which may be dil- 
| pens'd with upon ſpecia! Occafions) againſt a ng 
13 Sermon even in the Church. Beſides, I ſuppoſèe 
Fou have a larger ſtock of Patience than common 
| Hearers (and I wiſh *rwere the greateſt trial of 
1 your Patience you are like to meet with, by put- 
|| ting your Hand to God's Plough, to ſuffer the 
1 Word of Exhortation ſomewhat longer than ordi- 
1 nary). © Though even that's a fore Penance with 
1 « moſt, and many of thoſe you are to deal with 
i had as lieu you ſhould keep them as long in the 
1 * Stocks; and perhaps it would be a proper and 
I c effectual Puniſhment in ſome caſes to make 
* them ſ#fer a Sermon, as a Work-houſe, ſome 
think, would awe Rogues more effectually than 
ih | the Gallows. But your Spirits, I pertwade my 
3 ſelf, are not wound up juſt to three quarters - 
1 Where by the way I cannot but reſent the unfair 
1 treaty of partition between Chriſt and Belial, 
three Hours are too ſhort to hear the Devils Buf- 
1 foone, (five Hours I have known my ſelf in the 
| | Days of my Vanity) whereas three quarters of an 
E Hour are thought too long an Audience for the 
"2 Ambaſſadors of Chriſt. © e 
But I am perſwaded better things of yon; nay, 
J know the proof of you, (having try'd your Pa- 
tience this way more than once) that you are no 
Starters, nor ſo conformable to the Mode of the 
Times, as to ſhew your Watches every other Mi: 
nute, and cry, O! what a wearineſs is it! wow 
Tr £5, 1 „ | 55 WII 
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5 will this long-wizded Parſon have done ! If you 


were of this Spirit you'd have made but a ſorry 
Court of Aſſiſtants at Exra's Reformation, when 
they ſtay'd from Morning to Noon (fix long Hours) 
in the open Air about this Work, and were withal 
wet to the Skin; far we find them Ezra 10. 9. 
trembling becauſe of this matter, and for the great 
Kain. | | 
But as for the reſt, who either drop'd in by 
Chance, or came out of Cuſtom or Curioſity, or 

to ſpy out our Liberty that we have in the Lord, 
or it may be they know not why them- 
- ſelves : they have the ſame freedom here as in the 
Devil's Chappel, to ſtay as few or as many Acts 
as they pleaſe; and when they have heard as much 
as ſerves their turn, or ſomething they do not like, 


are free to be gone; and as they came unſent and 
unlook'd for, ſo they may depart not deſir d; and 
the only Remark I ſhall make is that 1 John 2. 19. 
} They went out from us, but they were not of us; for 
if they had been of us, they would no doubt have con 
4) rinued with us, QC. 

Having thus ſettled the Preliminaries to make 
all Parties eaſie, (who may ſtay as long or as ſhort 


a time as they pleaſe) I ſhall now proceed to the 


* firſt Head, which will not require much to be ſaid 
bol it, becauſe it is of the number of thoſe Propo- 
ſitions, which by manifeſtation of the Truth com- 
mend themſelves to every ones Conſcience in the 
3 fight of God; and I never affect to demonſtrate 
Day light, etpecially when ſo many, by divers 
ſtr ng and invincible Praofs, have done it already. 
. T 


* 
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or think it may be Change or Dinner- time, they 


| 
| 
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The little I ſhall ſay may be reduc'd under thoſe 
two common places, Duty and Intereſt ; for] 
never chooſe to go out of the beaten Road, unleſs 
it be for better way, or to ſave ground. | 
1. Then, Tis the Duty of every ſincere Chri- 
ſtian to lend an helping hand in ſetting forward the 
Work of Reformation. Curſe ye Meroz, Judg. 
5. 23. has been ſo often ſook'd on as a Trumpet 
of Sedition, that 1 42:5 at found it, though for 
the help of the Lord not againſt the Mighty (for 


then it might look Seditiouſly) bur againſt the | 


Beaſts of the People, I ſhall rather obſerve how 

unkindly God took it at the Tekozres hands, and 
has recorded it to their laſting Reproach, Neh. 3. 5. 
That their Nobles put not theif necks to the work f 
the Lord. Few conſider what a Crime it is to be 
cold and unconcern'd in their Maker's Quarrel, 
and how highly the jealous God will reſent it. If 
Plato would allow none to ſtand Neuters in his 
Common-wealth, and when the Houſes divide all 
muſt tile off to the Yea's or No's; (Ay, but they 
may ſtep out, you'll ſay, and link a Vote; ſo may 
you too, if you can altogether go out of the 
World z) no wonder if he who has cold us, we are 
not our own, has alſo declar'd, he that is not with 
me is againſt me, and wiſhes we were either hot or 
cold. He cannot wave his right in us, nor con- 
ſent to be rob'd. Mal. 1.6. A Son honoureth his 
Father, and a Servant his Maſter ;, if then I be a 
Father, where is mine honour ? &c. What an un- 
dutiful, nay unnatural, Son muſt that be, who 
can patiently ſee his Father outrag'd and inſulted, 
when Natural Affection overcame Nature it ſelf, 
and dumb Atys could find a Tongue in his Father's | 


Nay, 
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| becauſe Men kept not God's Laws. 


| Plain Engliſh. IT | 
Nay, there is not barely Duty, but Neceſſity 
& in the Cale, All the upright in Heart ſhall fol- 


10 The Love of Chriſt conſtrains them; 


low it. 
and Love is ſtrong as Death, the Coals thereof are 


4s Coals of Fire, which hath a moſt vehement Flame, 


Cant. 8.6. To talk of an upright Heart, and not 
true to and zealous for God, is a Lye all over. 
If our Hearts be ſound in his Statutes, we cannot 
ſee them violated and trampled under Foot, with- 
out expreſſing the utmoſt Reſentment; when Ri- 
vers of Tears ran down the Royal Proph.. © Eyes, 
Zut if he 
were then a King, God might have ſaid to him as 
he did to Joſhua in a like Cate, Joſh. 7. 10. Get thee 


» up : Wherefore lieſt thou thus upon thy Face? Iſrael 
r ee Croce, Gee. 


Indeed our loud-Tongwd Sins demand Suppl. +, 
More from Briareus Hands than Argus EY. 


Mourn with Jeremy in ſecret places (ir their Pride 
and other Spiritual Sins, but make chem luffer in 


publick places for their open Lewdnel!s and Pro- 


faneneſs. Wherefore elſe ſerveth the Law ? Was 
it not added becauſe of Tranſgreſſions? | 

But 2. Duty is but a feeble Argument with 
moſt ; Intereſt is the Nail that will drive, and if 
you can once make Men ſenſible of that, you have 
gain'd your Point. As to their Eternal Intereſt 


tis the Object of Faith, and all Men have not 


Faith; nay, few in ſuch a degree as to conceive 
aright of the amazing Powers of the World to 
come. Tell the Men - this World of the Inhe- 
ritance of the Saints in Light; they are 9 the 
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Cardinal's Mind, that had rather loſe his part in 
Paradiſe, than hes part in Paris, Glorious things 
are ſpoken of thee thou City of God. Ay, tis a fine 

lace, they'll lays when you are there ; but they 
fad rather ſee ſomething on this ſide the Grave. 
I will not therefore to ſuch uſe that Motive, Iſa. 
33. 17. Thine Eyes ſhall ſee the King in his Beauty: 
They ſhall behold the Land that is very far of; but 
rather try what that other will do, wer. 20. Look 
upon Zion the City of our Solemnities: Thine Eyes 
ſhall ſee Feruſalem a quiet Habitation, &c. Is it 


no Happineſs to engage the moſt High to be our 
Defence? To have Peace within our Walls, and 


Plenteouſneſs within our Palaces ? Read but the 
144th P/alm, and then I doubt not, you will hear- 
tily join in the Chorus, ver. Alt. Happy is that 
People that is in ſuch a caſe, &c. But what's all 
this, will the narrow ſelf- ended Worldling ſay to 
me ? Let the World go how *twill I ſhall fare as 


the reſt. Prove that "tis mine Intereſt, mine in 


particular, or you ſay juſt nothing. Is it your 


Intereſt to have Highway. men, Houſe-breakers, 


Shop- lifters ſuppreſs d? That ' tis without doubt; 
for elſe there would be no living one by another, 
and no Man could call any thing his own. But 
what is't to me if others whore, and drink, and 
ſwear, and play the Devil? The worſt is their 
own, I ſhan't be accountable for them. Cains and 


 Gallios anſwer right, Acts 18. 15. Fit be a que- 
ſtion of words, and names, and of your Law, look. 


ye to it; for I will be no judge of ſuch matters: Vet 
he had the Grace (which I wiſh ſome of our Ma- 
giſtrates had) to think that not only Wrong but 
wicked Lewdneſs too belong'd to his cognizance. 


Well 
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Well then PIl ſhew you how e' tis your Intereſt. 
Could you be content to have your own Wives 
and Davghters debauch'd, it may be (“ after the 
e French faſhion) forc'd before your Eyes? Would 
vou have your Sons lewd by Sixteen? and brin 
Pox and Rottenneſs into your Houſes ? No ſure. 
When it comes ſo near Home, you'll be ſenſible 
of the Danger. But if Luſt have the Reins, and 
may range without controul, it will not be con- 
fin'd to the common Cattle, but attempt the Cha- 
ſtity of Maids and Matrons; and no Vertue al- 
moſt will be ſafe. If 3 had gone on as they 
were once a going, Chaſtity, * perhaps by this 
time, had been a Scandal, and modeſt Women 
for Signs and Wonders, and Whores, Pimps and 
Stallions, had carried the World before them: 
And I may ſay with ttricteſt Truth, 1. 1. 9. Ex- 
cept the Lord of Hoſts had left unto us a very ſmall 
remnant ;, but I hope now he will multiply them that 
they ſhall not be few, and glorifie them alſo and they 
hall not be ſmall, Jer. 30. 19. we ſhould have been 
as Sodom, and we ſhould have been like unto Go- 
morrah. 

But what have we to do, they'll ſay, with other 
Mens Drinking? Why beſides that, if Drunken- 
meſs get the Sway, they will put the Bottle to 
Jour Noſe, and force you to be as very Beaſts as 
themſelves; (to that paſs were things come with- 
in the Memory of Man) are you content to be out- 
rag'd in the Streets, and aſſaulted by every furi- 
pus Beaſt; as I was. my ſelf, but this day Se'n- 
Pight, fiez'd by a Sor even before it was dark, and 
Dad much ado to make him ungrapple ; (fox-give 
hem but Licenſe and we ſhall have Nogn-day 
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Levils 9 Though neither will you be ſafe in your 


own Houſes, unleſs you can be content to have 
your Reſt diſturb d, your Windows broken, it 
may be your Houſes fir'd too by Midnight Scow- 
rers, and (what is very common) your Officers 
and Watchmen wounded and ſlain. | 

Once more ; What Harm will others Swearing 
do me? Why ſhould I make a Man an Offender 
for a word, when it does me no manner of Miſ- 
chief? I Anſwer; If you have any Conſcience, or 
Love to God, *twill be bitter as Death, to have 
your Ears grated with that Language of Fiends ; 
to paſs through ſuch Volleys of Hell-ſhor. Be- 
ſides that, it makes all Buſineſs and Converſation 
uneaſie by an endleſs neceſſity of Checks, and Re- 
proof. But though you make no Conſcience of 


any ſuch matter; have you a mind to be {worn 7 


out of your Rights, your Eſtates, nay your very 


Lives, by Knights of the Poſt ? And how do ye 


think they arrive at that Dignity ? but by paſſing 
the wonted Trials, performing their Exerciſe , 
and learning firſt to ſwear the Compats. Profane 
Swearing is the direct Road to Perjury; and has 
made way for ſuch Juries, and Evidence, as would 
take away the honeſteſt Man's Life in the King- 
dom, if the Court pleaſes but to ſend Direction. 
For when once the Reverence of an Oath is loſt, 


"tis not the place that will make it ſolemn, or 
ſtrike a ſufficient Awe upon the Soul; (eſpecially 2 
in that flight careleſs manner 'tis adminitired in 
our Courts); and therefore Solomon rightly oppo- % 

ſeth him that Sweareth, to him that feareth an 
| Oath, Eccl. 9. 2. 9 


Thus 


+, 
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Thus much of the firſt Head ; viz. the Obliga- 
tion: I ſhall now lay down ſome Cautionary Rules, 
and be upon each as brief as I can. 
I. Then; be ſure you, that engage in this gene- 
rous Deſign, be publick-Spirited ; free from all 
little Ends and Intereſts; and addicted to no Par- 
ty, or Faction whatſoever : but Catholicks in the 
trueſt Senſe, The moſt Famous Party-Alan is not 
fit for a pixcht Battle, or a general Aſſault; as our 


Buſineſs is fitly deſcrib'd, 2 Cor. 10. 4. Pulling down 


of ſtrong- holds, caſting down Imaginations, and ev 

high thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge 
* of God, and bringing into Captivity every thought to 
the Obedience of Chriſt, If you belong to a certain 
Set of Men, you'l go no further with us, then your 
way lies in common; and when they part you'l 
give us the Go-by. Such Factious Reformers are 
like the mixt Multitude that came out of Egypt, 
Who ſoon fell a Luſting, and then a murmuring. 
Or like Davids Band in the Wilderneſs, made up 
of a medley of Debtors, Male- Contents, Fugitives, 
and Malefactors ; who not only mutini'd about the 
$ poil ; but were ready to knock their own Leader 
o' th' Head. To all ſuch Reformers, I may truly 
Hay, ye know not what manner of Spirit ye are of , 
"atleaſt ye are not of a Spirit fit for our turn. Let 
your name be Chriſtians ; your Religion Charity, 
out of a pure Heart and good Conſcience, and 
Faith unfeigned : And take in all that love the 
Lord Jeſus in Sincerity. One Lord, one Faith, 
pill make us all of one Heart, one Mind, and one 
Mouth. For my part, I dare no more conane the 
Church (as ſome would have us do) between Do- 
ver and Berwick, then between Venice and N ; 
= | 5 within 


£ 
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not their Perſons in Admiration ; and eſpecially be 


you : Who art thou that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of 


glory in his ſight. What need you cringe and 4 


within one Proteſtant Country, then St. Peters Pa- 
trimony; nor dare I limit Grace any more to this; 
or that Way, or Opinion among Chriſtians, then 
to this or that Stature, or Complexion. Our Buſi- 
neſs is to promote the Glory of God, and the ge- 
neral Intereſt of the Goſpel ; not to ſeek our own, F 
no nor the things of our Party; but thoſe things ; 

{ 


which are Jeſus Chriſt's : And as many as walk by 
ths Rule, Peace be on them, aud Mercy as on the 
Iſrael of God. TOBIN 

2. Ceaſe ye from Man whoſe Breath is in his Noſ- 
trils, for e is he to be accounted of ? Iſa. 2. ult. 
Fear not their Faces, Court not their Favour, hold 


not aſhamed of their Reproaches. Conſider that [ 
Charge, 1/a.51. 12. I, even I am he that comforteth © 


a Man that ſhall Dye, and of the Son of Man that 
ſhall be made as Graſs , and forgetteſt the Lord 
thy Maker, that hath ſtretched forth the Heavens, * 
Cc. Remember the Cauſe is Gods, and he will 
not be beholding to his Creature for his Dues. 1 7 
am afraid this has been one great hindrance to your 5 
Progreſs; if it have not brought a blaſt upon your 
endeavours; that you have truſted too much to 
the Arm of Fleſh. Jer. 17. 5: And expected great 
matters from publick Countenance; and Perſons of 
Place, and Figure in the World. *Tis well if you 
can haveit; 5 God can do his Work without, 
and rather chooſes ſo to do,; that no Fleſh may 


ſue for that which you may boldly demand? If 


your Houſes are broke, or but your Pockets pickt, 
you'l require what redreſs the Law will afford; if 
v 


uw 


T3 


yo 


CY 


oad, 


u'll. go to the 
next Juſtice, and oblige him to take your Oath of 
® whar you have loſt : And when God is rob'd, 
© wrong'd or outrag'd, mult you beg of them to do 
their Office? Humbly wait their Morſhips Leiſure 5 
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you are rob'd upon the R 


and thank them, if they'll be ſo civil as nor to be 
*ZPerjur'd ? Be as humble for your ſelves as you 
pleaſe; but be ſtout for God, Dare not ro debale 
the Dignity of the moſt High; for 'tis more than 
vou can anſwer. I hope, Gentlemen, you are no 
Millenaries; nor look for that Golden Age on 
Earth (at leaſt not in your time) when all our Offi- 
bers ſhall be Peace, (or even our Juſtices of Peace) 
and our Exactors Righteonſneſs : If ſo, your Eyes 
will fail in looking for your vain help. Surely, Plal. 
62. 9. Men of low degree are Vanity, and Men of 
high degree a Lye. Magiſtrates will often be falſe 
to their Truſt, their God, their Prince. But if 
they deny juſtice, or delay or trifle; appeal to 
their Superiours, and bring the perjur'd Knaves to 
account; and though 1 too are corrupt, yet 
you may make Satan caſt out Satan in ipight of 
himſelf: At laſt you can bring it before the high- 
eſt Court of Judicature, the Houſe of Lords; and 
J am verily perſwaded they'll do you Right. You 
Feed not be beholding to Mortals, much leſs to 
Malignants: You ſpend upon your own Stock; 
and Im afraid there will never be a Fund aſſign'd 
Jou (though *ris highly reaſonable} out of the 
Publick Revenue: And I hope you look for no 
Places, or Preferments; if you do, you may hap- 
pen to be foully deceiv'd; and like che Troops of 
Hema, Job 6. 20. Be confounded becauſe ye had 
oped. Let this be your Motto, Plal. 7. 10. Our 
1 CG | a efence 
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defence is of God, which ſaveth the upright in Heart. 
This your Prayer, Pal. 60. 11. Give us help from 
trouble: for vain is the help of Man. Through God © 
we ſhall do valiantly : for he it is that ſhall tread 
down our Enemies. | p 
But 3. Though you muſt be font, take great 
heed of being hot. Remember the Wrath of Man 
w3rketh not the Righteor:ſneſs of God : He will not 
be ſerv'd by ſinful Paſſions; and we are Men of © 
like Paſſions with others, and need to watch, leſt 
they get the maſtery; for if they do, the whole 
Work is mar'd. That's a true Remark of Mr. 
. Weſley's, Tis perhaps one of the hardeſt 
Rn hits? in the Wort to of 41 f 
not paſſionate. Now Paſſion (if it pre- 
vail to a great degree) will make it a blind Ze al, 
though the Cauſe be never ſo good for Reaſon 
and Paſſion cannot have free courſe together. Tis 
true of the Paſſionate as well as the Ignorant, ? 
John 11.10. But if a Man walk in the night he 
ſtumbleth, becauſe there is no Light in him: Nay, | 
if ir riſe to the heigth of Fury, *twill make you 
not only blind, but mad; and God may truly fay 2 
as Achiſh, 1 Sam. 21. 15. Have I need of mad 
Men? &c. For Jra furor brevis eſt, Wrath is a 
meer Fit of Phrenzy; and one mad Man is not fit 
to manage another. Though Madneſs (as Salomon 
{ays) ig in their Hearts, whom you would reform, 
they may ſtop your Mouths with that of Horace, 
D major tandem parcas inſane minori, Pray greater 
Bedlam let the leſs alone. There is anotherguiſe 
force than Paſſion to ſtem this impetuous Torrent; 
. viz, the Spirit of Power and Might: And *tis this 
Ged has pitch'd on, Ja. 59. 19. When the Enemy 
ſhalt | 
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ſpall come in lite a flood, the Spirit of the Lord ſhalt 
lift up a ſtandard againſt him. 
4. Remember you have nced of Patience. As 
2 Chriſt hath (uffer'd for us in the Fleſh, 1 Pet. 4. 1. 
Fuffer'd the contradittion of Sinners againſt himſelf; 
3 fuffer'd all the furious Aſſaults of Men, and Dg- 
vils: Arm your ſelves with the like mind, and en- 
4 dure hardneſs as good Soldiers of his. Think not of 
Disbanding, or lying wag Quarters of Refreſh- 
ment. Peace there can be none, nor Truce lon 
together; for we wreſtle not with Fleſh and Blood 
(only) but with Principalities and Powers ;, but Hea- 
ven remember will pay for all. God has bleſs'd 
you with ſome, with conſiderable Succeſs ; and [ 
may ſay as he, 2 Chron. 25. 19. Lo! thou haſt 
EZ ſmitten the Edomites, and thine Heart lifteth thee 
up; (but I cruſt your Hearts like Jehofaphat's, 
2 Chron. 17. 6. are lift up in the ways of the Lord); 
you have made ſome thouſands of ſcandalous Of- 
2 fenders publick Examples; you have ſuppreſs'd 
perhaps ſome hundreds of lewd Houſes, and 
| Ebrought others into better order - So far is well: 
But ſtill remember, there's Work enough cut out 
for you. There are two itrong Cittadels that ſtill 
gold out againſt you; I mean, thoſe two famous 
Academies of Hell, thoſe Nſeries of all Vice, 
thoſe incorrigible Brothels, the two Play-houſes; 
Ewhere Satans ſeat is; where he keeps his head- 
Huarters; whence he can at any time draw forth 
Freſh Supplies, and form in a manner whac Parties 
De pleaſes; and whence he ſends out Detachments 
every Campaign, (or rather, to {peak in the Je- 
Fait's Language, thoſe famous Comedians) he makes 
his Aiſſions every OR to the two Univerſities, 
4 | 2 to 
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to train up our Vouth in their Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. And they have, let me tell you Gentle- 
men, a good hearty Friend in one of chem, and 
as hearty an Enemy of yours, who will readily 
lend them his Intereſt, and afford them not only 
Reception, bur Countenance too. Now to think 
the Work of Reformation can go {ſmoothly on 
while theſe are in being; is as vain as to ſuppoſe 
this City may continue in perfect Peace, though 
the Tower and the Savoy were Garriſon'd with 
French. Theſe are !efr as the Canaanites in the 
Land, Numb. 33. 55. to be pricks in your Eyes, (an 
Eye-tore they are, I am ture, to every pious Soul) 
and thorns in your Sides; and theſe, I am confi- 
dent, hate to be reform'd. BE 
I know not what the Maſter of the Revels m 
do, (for ro him I find they are ſent to be rutor'd) 
he may poſſibly teach them better Manners than all 
the Divines, Furies and Judges, that have taken 
them to Task; becauſe he acts as one having Au- 
thority: And therefore pray, Gentlemen, if you 
can, get him into your Society, and he may do us 
Knicht-ſervice. Let us however pluck up a good | 
Heart, and hope the beit {till ; who knows (for 
Aliracles are not quite ceas'd, witneſs the Souldier 
that was firuck blind t'other day in the Tower:) 
bur the Playcys may turn Reformers too; and the 
Stage (as Mr. Denny would have us hope) vye with 
che Halpit for Piety, and Morality. But till this 
Miraculous Vertue be poured forth, to turn the 
Hearts of the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom oft the 
Tuſ? ;, theſe Sons of Zerviah, or rather, Children of 
Belial, or the Spirit that worketh in thoſe Children 
& Diſobedience, would be too hard for you, had 
We 
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we not ſome ground of hope to overcome them * 
I John 4. 4. Hecauſe greater is he that is in yon, 
than he that is in the World. 

Therefore 5. and laſtiy, Put on the whole Ar- 
* mour of God, the Armour of Rirhteonſneſs on the 
*Z rioht-hand., and on the leſt; that ye maybe able th 
= ſtand in the evil day, am "aving done all to ſiand : 
Being thus appointed ye a all over invulnerable, 
and coniequently invincible. +amine your ſelves 
whether ye be in the Faith; looh well to your State, 
look well to your Ways; ſet up the Worſhip of 
God in your Houſes; and with all diligence keep 
your Heart, from whence are the iſſues of Life. Have 
a great care to cut off occaſion from them that ſeek 
occaſion to reproach you; leſt wherein ye glory, ye 
be found even as they. If you allow your ſelves in 
any known Sin, *rwill quite turn the edge of your 

% Reſolution. A ſecret Shame will fo reitrain you, 
that you'll be as a mighty Man aſtonied, as one that 
cannot find his hands; at leaſt, cannot find in his 
Heart to condemn and puniſh that in anther, which 
in himſelf he allows. But if it be known, (as out 

it will come ſooner or later; for there is nothing 
covered, Matth. 10. 28. that ſhall not be revealed, 
and hid that ſhall not be known.) O! how will they 

triumph and inſult! What proud Beakings will 
they make ! If a vicious Reformer ſhould light 
on ſuch a-ſharp Srrumper, as Laronia in Juvenal; 
(we have many ſuch witty Filrs in this lewd Town) 
 Rhow might ſhe play upon him at the ſame nettling 
rate, as ſhe upon the Stoical Hypocrite! Felicia 
oy ecula que te Moribus, &c. Bleſſed Days when ſuch 
4 s you ſet up for Reformers ! Now let the Town 
„e and in Awe ; another Cato is drop'd down from 
| C 3 Heaven: 
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Beaven ; but ray Sir, what Lady was that you 
pickr np rother Day? Ne pudeat dominum mon- 
Fall, T-berne, and if I may be ſo bold, what's the 
Man's Name of the Tavern whither you carried 
her? However if you do not meet with ſuch point- 
ed Satyr, a much blunter reproof will pierce deep 
enough. They will ſurely ſay to you this Proverb 
Phyſician heal thy ſelf ;, begin ar Home, and then 
tis time enough to look Abroad. Tis but a ſorry 
Character ar the bes, to be the Keepers of others 
Vineyards, when your own Vineyard ye have not kept * | 
and Pm ſure vou will ne're make 'em believe that 
?tis Love to their Souls, ſets you on work, when 
ou ſhew no more to your own. Thoſe were 
ſtrains of Heroic Charity in Aoſes and St. Paul 
which you can hardly reach, and much harder poſ- 
ſeſs the World with the belief of: that you could 
be content to have your Names (as the one, Exod. 
32. 32.) blotted out of the book of God : or wiſh your 
ſelves accurſed from Chriſt (as the other) for your 
Brethren, ſo they may be Saved. 83 
I come now Thirdly to the laſt Head; viz. The 
Objections, which is a Topick ſcarce toucht upon 
by any that I know of, but the Learned Dr. Ken- 
net, and therefore to fave time, I ſhall paſs by 
all choſe which he has Anſwered, becauſe he has 
done it ſo fully, that it cannot (I think). be mend- 
ed, at leaſt not by me. As, /f. Your being Vo- 
luntary Societies, and in that reſpect dangerous | 
Combinations. 24ly, Being ler a work by a Prag- 
matical medling Humour. 3dly, The invidious 
Name of Informer. - 4thly, That it has prov'd in þ 
r meaſure ineffectual. For Anſwer ro all which 


refer you to his excellent Sermon Only the laſt f 
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M have ſomething to ſay to, becauſe the Caſe is ſince 
*conſiderably alter'd. © 
But here Gentlemen, I hope ye can bear plain- 
Dealing, (for this is not a time and place to dawb 
In) if nor, I muſt tell you, y've miſtook your 
Man; for *tis the only Talent I can pretend to. But 
hat you may ſee ye have not only plain, but fair 
Dealing teo; that like the Cevennois, I neither give, 
nor tale Quarter: I ſhall begin with y /elf, and 
Have an Eye upon my own Heart all the way. 
1ſt, Then, the Queſtion may juſtly be put; Do 
you practice what you Preach? Do you make Con- 
Fcience to inform againſt Evil-doers your ſelf? O- 
Fherwiſe you are like the Lawyers, Luke 11.46, 
olade Men with Burdens grievous to be born, and 
puch not the Burdens with one of their Fingers; Or 
ke Cowardly Commanders, that put their Men in 
Se very Mouth of Danger, but 3 themſelves 
ut of Gan-ſhot. This 1 muſt needs own is an 
me- thruſt; to put it by were not fair; and 'tis 
Smewhat hard to receive it. Wherefore without 
ny doubling I ſhall return a diſ inct Anſwer, and 
 Wainly declare the thing as it is. 
have return'd ſeveral of my own Charge for 
ggandalous Immoralities to the Spiritual Court; but 
> Wthing was done only ſome Money ſqueez'd out 
them. But las to the Civil Magiſe rate, which I 
” Wke to be the Senſe of the Objection I confeſs 
ve not. My Reaſons are theſe ; Whether they 
We ſound I leave you to judge. 1. My own Har- 
, I thought it not proper to exalperace by ſuch 
ugh Methods, leſt it beget in them an invincible 


ch Nejudice, and ſo defeat the ends of my Miniſtry: 
{i} N — - 
r Mherwiſe had I no more occaſion for an Intereſt in 
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their Aﬀections then you ; I ſhould matter no more 
their Reſentments, or Reproaches, then the whiſt- 
ling of the Wind. 2: As to other Scandalous Per- 
ſons ; Charity *tis like may incline you to believe 
my Communication with ſuch is bur tranſient, and 
occaſional. And I conceive it unbecoming the 
Meſſengers of the Prince of Peace to ſeize, and hale 
them to the Magiſtrate ; unleſs there were a pro- 
per Officer at hand, and in that caſe I ſhould make 
no ſcruple about it. Now it is my practice to re- 
prove all Swearers, Drunkards, &c. more ſharply, 
or mildly as the Caſe, or the Condition of the 
Party requires: unlets, ſometimes (which I reckon 
amongſt my Preſumptuous Sins, and I pray God lay 
them not to my charge) J have been daunted, and 
over-aw'd by the Big Looks, and Pompous Appear- 
ance of ulighty Sinners, and ſenſual Wickedneſs 
in High Places. But theſe Reaſons (I confeſs) 
have not ſatisfied my Conſcience; and therefore 1% 
have tender'd my Service to ſome of your Society, 
to bear them Company at any time (but they 
thought not fit to accept it) when they go out in 
Parties to attack the common Enemy; an Office 
which I could as Heartily embrace as Micah's Le- 
vite did the Children of Dans invitation, Judges 18. 
to go with them to their New Conqueſts, and I think 
it an higher Poſt of Honour, tho? without Pay, then 
to be Chaplain of the Guards, or a more Honour- 
—. ¼ V 355,00" 4 
- I have. Anſwered as well as I could for my ſelf, 
tho? under Correction if I am our, and with an) 
Hearty. deſire of being better informed. Now 
Gentlemen comes your turn, and let us conſider 
what is ſaid againſt you, and what may be pleaded} 
in your Defence, | 1. Then! 
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1. Then it is Objected, that ſuppoſing your 


. Deſign ro be Good and Laudable, yet you began 


at the wrong End, and you might have had the 
Manners to have ſtaid till your Betters led the 
way; that it did not become Perlons in your pri- 
vate Capacity to appear ſo forward, at leaſt with- 
out a Patent from the Higher Powers. 

This is laid ro your Charge : Now hear what I 
Anſwer in your Defence: (for you muſt know I 
am your Councel, tho? not Learned in the Lam, nor 
much in any thing elfe : and tho? you never gave 
me, nor would | have taken it, ſo much as a re- 
taining Fee). Admitting the Charge that you be- 
gan at the wrong end. I reply, what then? So 
you purſue right ends, and do no Body wrong, 
and take no ones Buſineſs out of his Hands, that 
is not willing to let it go; and ſo you aim at the 
Glory of God, the Good of your own and others 
Souls, and the true Honour and Welfare of your 
Country; which every Chriſtian has an undoubted 
right to promote. 

I further alledge (for I have uſed Similitudes) 


if a Fire began to break out in an Houle, and a 


Charitable Neighbour ſpying it firſt, haften up 
with Water to quench it, whether the Owner 
(much more à paſſer by) would bid him come 
down, becaule he had no right ; or becaule he gor 
up on the wrong ſide; or becaule his Houfe was In- 
ſured; and it belongs to the Cuiraſſiers of the Inſu- 
rance Office, and not to him to take care about it: 
and that the Alluſion is not Foreign to the mat- 
ter in hand, appears from that paſſage, 1/a. 9.18. 
For Wickedneſs burneth as the Fire; in Sadoms cale it 
was literally true; and 'tis God's Mercy it has 
not been ours. For, Can a Man, Prov. 6. 27. one 
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Fire in his Boſom, and his Cloaths not be burnt * Can 
one go upon hot Coals, and his Feet not be burnt ? 
Now I conceive it not ſeaſonable ar ſuch a juncture 
to ſtand upon Ceremonzes;but that every one ſhould 
ſet the beſt Foot foremoſt, and do what he can to 
prevent the threatning Miſchief, Beſides, if the 
wrong end did ſet out firit, the right end may o- 
vertake it, if it pleaſe; and I ſuppoſe if we are 
once agreed upon the Work, there will be no diſ- 
pute about precedence; and we ſhall not ſtick t 

give them the right Hand of Fellowſhip. I further 

| fay for you that this Objection comes now too late; 

whatever force it might once have had, it is now Þ# 
quite caſt out of Doors : for ſince your happy 1et- # 
ting out, our late King of truly Glorious Memory, 
Her Preſent Majeſty, all the Lords Spiritual, many 
of the Temporal, with the Judges and others in 
Places of Authority have not barely owned you, 
but Headed you too. To ſum up all; we (for 
now I have pretty well cleared you, Ple venture 
to caſt in my Lot with you) have the Head, the 
Hands and che Feet; and if the ſlow Belles will not 
come up with us, we heartily wiſh they may mend 
their pace, otherwiſe ſome People will be apt to 
{ay (and we cannot rule their Tongues) that they 
ſerve not the Lord Jeſus, but their own ungodly Gut. 
But 3aly, here ariſes another Objection, for we 
are fallen into thoſe Evil-days, wherein the Clouds 
return after the Rain; one Cavil upon the Neck of 
another but this comes from a different Quarter, 
the Parties whom we would reform. They deſire 

5 to ſee your Commiſſton whereby you are empow- > 

er'd to compel them to come in; the Kingdom of Hea® 

ven (they ſay) ſuffers violence, but offers none : and 


| Plain Enpiiſp. 27 
Becauſe I would not do them ſo much wrong, as 
to weaken their Argument by ill-wording it, Ple 
give it you in one of their own phraſes; What 
Avill you take me, (ſaid one) and carry me to Hea- 
Sen upon your Back whether I will or no 2 NO 
She ſtreſs of this Argument bears upon the ſame 
Foot with the Toleration, viz. Liberty of Conſcience: 
and they take this rudeneſs, Gentlemen, the worſe 
Nat your Hands, becauſe it is preſum'd that moſt of 
ou are for the Teleration, and ſome of you 
Weed it; and why can't you be ſo Civil to do as 
vou would be done by, and give what you take? 
For is it not reaſonable that People thould go their 
pwn pace as well as their own way to Heaven? 
Now. they are for ſoft and fair; to halt, and ſome- 
times turn out and Drink, (and it may be Whore) 
y the way: But you Gentlemen Fehu-lke are for 
Hriving ſo furiouſly, that (they ſay) 'twould break 
Wheir very Hearts to keep pace with you. They 
Non't pull you back, and why ſhould you puſh them 
„. Now I grant if this laſt Clauſe were exactly 
rue, there would be ſomething in what they ſay. 
But if they don't pull us back I am ture they 
Iuſtle us cruelly, and would fain if they could trip 

Ip our Heels. Belides 'tis not our own Cauſe that 
e Plead. For we hope our Foot ſtandeth in an even 
Vace, that we have got pretty ſure Footing, and it 
Paſſes the skill of ſuch WhiMlers to ſupplant us. 
But we are concern'd, leaſt that which is Lame be 
erned out of the way and they ſhan't (if we can 
Help it) like the Fat Cattle, Ezek. 34. 21. thruft 
ieh Side and with Shoulder, and puſh all the Diſeaſ- 
¶ with their Horns, till they have ſcattered them a- 
road. Our fear is leſt they lay a fumbling-vlock, 
an occaſion of falling in their weak, Brethrens way ; 
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and ſo through their Sin and Folly, and the Scandal 
ariſing from thence, thoſe Souls ſhould periſh for 
which Chriſt died. We grant *tis in their Power 
to do what they will with their own : and we don't 
go about (nor indeed can we) to hinder them. 
They may be as ſecretly Wicked, Lewd, and 
Worldly as they pleaſe ; we won't force them 
(they need not fear it) to an Heavenly Mind, much 
leſs to Heaven againſt their liking. But we would 
oblige them (if poſſible) to be Civil upon Earth, 
and let their Neighbours live by them a quict and 
peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty: To Con- 
clude, tho? they will not bear us Company, nor 
mend their pace, we'll make them if we can, ſtand 
a little out of the way, that others may have room 
under them to go, and that their Footſteps ſlip nut. 
To this | may add gthly, Julian the Apoſtate's | 
Famous Objection ; and we'll lend it to the Parties 
before- mentioned, if it will help their Caufe, or 
do them any manner of Service. When the Chri- 
{tians came to him for Juſtice, and Redreſs of their 
Wrongs, he us'd to tell them, Sirs, your Maſter i 
{et you another Leſſon : Not to reſiſt Evil; but who- 
ſoe ver ſhall ſmite you on the right Cheek to turn to him 
the other alſo, and if any Man take away your Coat, 
to let him have your Cloak alſo. And our Objectors 
may draw much the ſame Inference as he did; Does 
it become you to tug, and contend with your Neigh- 8 
bours, and make them better then they have a mind ii 
to be ? This is the Doctrine of 48; founding Do- 
minion in Grace; and ſuch Honour have all his Saints. 
Conſider we mult each of us have our turn: Yours # 
is to come; The Righteous ſhall have Dominion in 
the Morning, but they that are Lewd, and they that 
are Drunk are Drunk in the Night : and you'l grant 
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us ſo much, that this is our Hour and Power of Dark- 
Teſs. And if we are (as you ſay) the Men of the 
orld, who have our Portion in this Liſe: Why 
ſhould you who are not of the Y Vorld, whoſe Citizen- 


ip and Converſation is in Heaven, ſet up for Con- 


Frrollers, and give us Laws in our own Country? 
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As to the firit part of the Objection, I Anſwer, 
This were ſtraining Paſſive Obedience a Peg higher 
then it was ever ſet yet. Tis time enough of Con- 
ſcience to ſuffer, when Providence has brought us 
to ſuch a Condition; and then we hope God will 


give us ſuch a meaſure of Patience, that we ſhall 


not ſhrink from, nor ſink under it. But to ſuffer 
when we need not, is a Work of Supererogation, 


and Voluntary Humility, which we Proteſtants never 
admitted. As to giving you Laws in your own 
Territories, we give you none; but only oblige 


you to keep your own Laws; thoſe to which you 


have either actually, or virtually conſented in Per- 


on, Parents or by Proxy ; and by which you hold 


all your Liberties, Rights and Properties; or elſe 


ye might be as very Slaves as the French, 
Bur 5. It is objected by the ſame Perſons, that if 


Itheſe Knights-Reformers go on at this rate; and cut 


ff all Evil-doers, (as they give out they will )/-om: the 
ity of the Lord: and pluck up every Plant that their 


Mieavenly Father bas not planted; we are like to have 


a fine World of it indeed. We ſhall all become Puri- 


ans : we ſhall have Preſbytery come in like a Flood, 
hich is as bad as the overflowing of Ungodlineſs,and 


Wen times worſe (in ſome Mens account) than a de- 
ige of Popery. Beſides we ſhall be nothing like the 


Melt of the World, (toto diviſos orbe Britannos in- 
feed); and as diſtant from others in Cuſtoms as in 
cituation. What, no Whoring, Swearing, Drink- 
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ing, Gaming, Cc. ? Whar a dull place would the 


' 


Earth be if things come to this paſs? We had as lieu 
they ſhould ſhut us up in a Cloyſter, or condemn us 
ro Purgatory. Inſtead of coming up to the Standard 
of the Age the Beaus Eſprits, the gay, well-bred, po- 
lite victorious People o t' other fide the Channel: we 
ſhall become like our poor, ſneaking, beggarly 


Northern Neighbours o' t'other ſide the Tweed; that 


is as a late Oracle of our Lawterm'd it, (and I ſuppoſe 


ſome of you may have heard it from his Bawling 


Mouth) Sviveling Saints. And if the Gentlemen at 4 


St. Germains, with their TJoung Maſter, ſhould ho- 


nour us with a Viſit (as there are many who labour 
Night and Day to clear the Paſſage, and prepare the | 


Way for him) they, not to ſay you, will be aſham'd to 
find how the Nation is degenerate from what their 


Old Ma ſter left it. We were then a towardly promi- 
ſing People; almoſt debauch'd to a perfect ripeneſs 


for Popery and Slavery, and now (quantum mutatus 


ab illo Hettore l) relaps'd into the old lumpiſh 
Phlegmatick Spirit of Godlineſs,and Morality. 

Io draw this Objection to a Point, that we may 
ſee the whole force of it together : the deſign of it 
is to fright you with the formidable Bug- bear of 


Phanaticiſm : But I hope you have more Wit than 
to be ſo eaſily ſcar'd, or banter'd out of your Reaſon i 
and Chriſtianity. For ſuppoſing this Charge were W 


true, (as it is altogether falſe and malicious) there's 
no ſuch mighty matter in it; (for the Sound is more 
frightful far than the Senſe). A Phanatick ſignifies 


no more than a Mad- man, and that's neither a Sin 
nor a Scandal; not a quarter fo bad as a Rakehell, or 
a Reprobate. Beſides, you'll have good honourable} 


Company of all Ages; Hof. 9. 7. The Prophet is 4 
fool, the ſpiritual Man is mad. Nay,a wiſer than they 
| or 
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or Solomon either, even our Great Maſter, in whom 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge, was not only in the Jem, account a Phanatick, 
buta Demoniack too, Fohn 10.20. And many of them 
ſaid, He hath a Devil and is mad, why hear ye him? 
St. Paul no ſooner came over from the Phariſees, but 
he became a Phanatick ;, and Feſtus was of Opinion 
that his Phariſaical Notions were the cauſe of it, Acts 
26. 24. and Feſtus {aid with a loud voice, Paul thou 
© art beſides thy ſelf : Much Learning doth make thee 
mad. Laſtly, all the Apoſtles turn'd Phanaticks at a 
£ clap, and that by thoſe very means (ſee how Doctors 
differ) as the Jews then concluded, which our Gen- 
tlemen would preſcribe us, as the ſureſt Antidote 
to keep us ſound, viz. Drinking and good Fellowſhip ; 
and no wonder when this was noiſed abroad, the mul= 
titude came together from all quarters (and 1 fancy 
ſome of our higheſt Catholicks, that moſt abhor a 
Conventicle, could diſpenſe with it upon the ſame 
Wrerms) to get theirMornings-draught amongſt them. 
Nay, to come nearer home; Archbiſhop Uſher, the 
lory of our Church, was often ſcorn'd as a Puri- 
an, (for Phanatick 1s a term of the lateſt Edition,) 
and our late excellent Primate was ſtil d (as I have 
eard) by a mighty Man of Law, A Phanatick in 
Wawn-ſleevess And our preſent worthy Prelates, and 
rue Fathers of the Church, are frequently reviPd 
Wy their very dutiful and obedient Children at the 
ame Civil and Chriſtian rate. Nay, tho? you were 
S ſtanch as Dr. Hammond, as high as Arch-Biſhop 
aud, while you are zealous for God, and eſpoule 
Wis Cauſe, you ſhall be ſure meer with the ſame 
Fanguage; and therefore look for no fairer quarter 
t their Hands. But let this be your Conſolation, 
which Muſculus often apply'd to himſe : 1 
corn 
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ſcorn'd and reproach'd for his Zeal, Si inſanimus 
Deo, Cc. if we are beſides our ſelves, alias, if we 
are Phanaticks, it is to Gd. | 
There is one Objection more from your Enemies 
Quarters, which I muſt not pals in ſilence (though 
{ſcarce worth mentioning) left I ſhould ſeem to lay 
my Thumb upon what I do not like; and that is 
concerning ſtrange Villanies practic'd by you; or 
thoſe whom you imploy; as if innocent Perſons 
had been circumvented, trick'd, trepan'd, and mo- 


4 - 


leſted with malicious Proſecutions. I take this to be 


wholly the forgery of the Father of Lies, for it bears 
his Image and Superſcription exact. For my part F Þ 
never heard but one blind Story, from a Perſon of 
Figure indeed, but greatly diſaffected to you, with- 


out naming Time, Place, Perſons, or any other Cir- i 


cumſtance ; whence I preſently concluded there 
was nothing in it: Wherefore I ſhall ſet this Ob- 
jection aſide (for I think *twill keep cold) till I 
hear it made; or leave it to others who do know; 
for I know nothing of any ſuch Matter. _ | 
| I have now done with your Enemies till I hear = 
further from them: I come now in the laſt place, 
(and then I ſhall have done with you too) to the | 
Objections of Neuters, or half or falſe Friends : 
who thus ſhew Cauſe why they don't come in, and 
increaſe your ñ s ́ͤ ⁵ 58 
1. Then fay ſome, I love to live private, and 
am not for making a Noiſe and Bulle in the 
World. I Anſwer, If ic be Fame you are afraid 


of, ne*re trouble your Heads about that; for you 


will get no Renown (im this World at leaſt) by 


ſuch Adventures, take my Word for't. But the 


Buſtle I don't like; i. e. if you would ſpeak i 
plain, and if not, we know your meaning; I i 
love 


Fan 
* 
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eaven. 


ove my own Eaſe, and am for no coſtly, pain- 


ä 33 


But 34%, Say others, who are yet farther Ad- 
nc d, and not far from the Kingdom of God, 
sou have our Hearts, our Prayers, nay, our Pur- 
s too, according to our Ability, This I think 


D may 


* 
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may paſs for Women, Aged, Sick, or Impotent 
Perſons. For it comes up to that Rule of Ac- 
ceptance, Where there is a willing mind, it is acccep- 
ted, (2 Cor. 8. 12.) according to that a man.hath, and. 
not according to that he hath not, But if youare fit, | 
for Service, (as you are bound, or.I am mightily 
miſtaken , ro glorify God in your Body and Spirit, 
which are Hus) and if. you are not, we won't 
take you in; Pray let us have your Perſons too; 
for indeed we want Hands, and muſt pray you, 
as the Man of Macedonia did St. Paul, Act. 16. 9. 
Come over and help us. Were our Companies 
Compleat, we ſhould not perhaps be in ſuch haſt 
for Recruits * But the Milet fon t is, the Devil 
(like the French) carries all by Numbers ; and 
dis hard with an Handful to maintain our, Lin 
much more to take the Field againſt him who 
Attacks us with Hundreds of Thouſands. 
But 45¹ , Even this ſtarts another Objectio 
( and I. am bound in Conſcience to anſwer 
it as fully as I can, becauſe tis one, of my 
own ftarting, ) You haye given us here ( may. 
the fearful and unbelieving ſay ) a very formi- 
dable account of the preſent poſture of Affairs; 
and we have no Might nor Heart againſt this 
great Multitude ; ſuch Intelligence is enough to 
make, Ezek. 7. 17. all hands 15 „ and all knees 
weak as water: And to tell you the Truth, 
We have not Courage enough to face ſuch a 
Foe: And if we are Cowards, 'tis not wholly 
our fault; for who can help natural Temper and 
Complexion? If indeed we undertook to coms 
mand Fleets or Armies, Cowardice were a Crime, 
end the Daſtard in that caſe is a Traytor 5 1. 


WAY TY. AC, 6 | | bY NO 
Plam Engliſh. 35 

: 5 4784 b TIP 

n; „ and dare not ſet out for Knights-Er-. 

rant [6 or ſo Gentlemen, I ſuppoſe you have 

hear | 


ard the Sparks of the Town call you; know... 
to your comfort, that you are Dubb'd fc r your 
Service, and the Honour of Knizhthood is a pre- 
ſent Reward:) beute we have a Diſcharge to 
produce, under the Hand and Seal of the Lord | 
F Hit, Himſelf, even from an Holy War, from 
ning to the help of the, Lord againſt the mighty,” 
Deut. 20. 8. The, Officers ſhall ſpeak unto the 
People, and ſay, What Man is there that is Fear- 
ful and Faint. Hearted? let him go and return to 


his Houſe, left his Brethren's Heart Faint as well 
l as His Heart. Ke ii a . 
bete is a great deal, I muſt needs own, in 
Y this Objection; for indeed this is a Trying Time, 
II mean in a Military Senſe, (as the Word is usd 


* '% 


when they ſay, Tryers of the Guards, ) that is, an 
Hectoring time; ſuch as the Pſalmiſt ſeems to, 
deſcribe ' in the 55th Pſal. which made him iſh 
he bad wings like a Dove, to haſten his eſcape; for 1 
have ſeen v. 9. violence and Prife in the City, day and 
night they go about it, &c. Bullying is come ta 
uch 4 deſperate heighth, that an Honeſt Man 
Nares not Fegk a manifeſt Truth, nor diſcharge 
a neceſſary Duty; but he ſhall be dogg d by RH. 
fans ; and by a baſe ſecret Revenge Knockt 
th Head, or Wounded and Maim'd. England 
abounds now with Italian Bravos; and what docs 
t gg 7 that we have Laws to fecure us from 
ppen Gppreſſion, if Peoples Mouths muſt be 
opp'd, and their Hands ty d up even from their. 
Duty, for fear of Clandeſtine Violence; and 
TY Dz Aſſa(- 
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Aſſaſſmation : and we cannot ſerve God or our 
Country, but we muſt have the Fate of Sr Jew 
Coventry before our Eyes. Tis like you may have 
heard the Story ; however being ſhort, and much 
to our purpoſe, tis worth while to relate it. 
There was a Motion made in the Lower-Houſe, to 
ſweep thoſe Peſtilent Vermin the Players out of 
their Kennel: The Court-Paxty oppos d it, plea- 
ding their Merits, and what conſiderable Service 

they had done the Crown, ( I ſuppoſe ſome had 
Fought for King Charles the firſt.) This unhappy 
Gentleman ſtarts a ap Queſtion, Whether 
the Actors or the Actreſſes had been ſo Serviceable to 
the Crown? But it coft him dear; for going 
ſoon after by the Horſe-Guards in his Coach, he 
was ſtopp'd and drag in, (twas thought his 
Throat was deſign'd to be cut), but upon ſecond 

R they only Slit his Noſe; I ſuppoſe, to 

ſpoil his Speech for the future, that having ſuch 
a Defect, he might the rather learn to keep his 

Tongue within his Teeth: And tis likely, the 
Tryers of the Gaards were ordained for this end; 
that the might Fave none but ſuch harden'd 
thorough-pacd Bravoes, as would boggle at no- 
thing on this ſide Hell. See here a Sample of 
French Diſcipline, and as you like it, be fond of ir. 
Now if we adviſe with Fleſh and Blood upon 
ſuch matters, it will ſuggeſt that wary Maxim, 
Am. 5. 13. Therefore the prudent [hall keep ſilence in 
that time, for it is an evil time. The Devil now by 
his Crew goes about like a roaring Lion, to fright 
Men out of their Duty. For beſides that the 
Players who ſet the Queen Arms on their Scan- 
dslous Bills, and ſubſcribe themſelves, ( it _ 
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be in Complement, as we do in our Letters,) Her 
Majeſty's Servants; are (as all the World knows) 
both Sralions and Hectors by their Calling, (and 
ſure they have not the Royal Authority for that 
too. ) 'The Soldiers who are maintain'd with the 
Nation's Money for our Defence, are the Ter- 
ror of Her Majeſties beſt Subjects. The Mar- 
tyrs of your Society (for Martyrs they are, as 
good as any in the Rubrick ; and their death as 
precious in the ſight of the Lord, as even St. Ste- 
bens, who was too in a manner Mobb'd,) were 
urther'd by thoſe Sons of Violence, thoſe rough 
Cnr”, Jer. 51. 27. Who are only s&/ful to 
ſtroy. 

A Neighbour of mine ( who is one of you ) 
ſhew'd me not long ſince a formal Declaration of 
War, ſent him by a Soldier, whom he had in- 
form'd againſt for Swearing; ( tho' 'twas much 
in a private Sentinel, and ſomewhat more ho- 
nourable than the French Hector practice) to de- 
clare before he began Hoſtilities; the Style was 
remarkable (whether drawn up by a Secretary of 
War, or the Clerk of the Regiment, I know not; 
but thus it run, | Thon Immortal Informing Dog, 
thy Days are Number d, Tll ſurely be the 1 of 
thee.) Are not we, Gentlemen, come to a fine 
paſs, when a Subject dares not keep the Laws 
for fear of theſe Fiends ? I have liv'd ſome while 
as it were in the Mouth of 'em, and Fought with 
Beaſts (as St. Paul at Epheſus) almoſt theſe Four 
Years ; and ſhould know ſomewhat of the men, 
and their Communication; They Swear and Curſe as 
duly as they Speak; they ſcour the Streets at 
all Hours of the Night; Protect the Whores; 

| D 3 | Inſult, 
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Inſult, Abuſe, and ſometimes Myrther chow ich; 


And what can be done with them? Their Officers | 
claim RE Coy ognizance of the Caſe; 525 


their Diſcipline * is juſt as good as that at Dofors- 


Commons; and no wonder, for the Commanders 


are many of them more Debauch'd and Poo- 


phane than their Men. For though I haye of- 


ten heard of Reformades and Reformed Officers, yet 
I never once heard of Reformers amongſt them; 


nor as long as I have been Acquainted with you, 


did Teyer ſec any of that Cloath ; nor indeed, 


marry of my own in your Societies. 
Hut all this is no News, for Soldiers and Blades 
of the Town to be Hectors; but ſo general is 
the Contagion of late, that Magiſtrates, Gen- 
tlemen of the Long Robe, Phyſicians, nay, an 

Miniſters are Bullies too; as if they ſtrove who 
ſhould be foremoſt in the French Mode, to pleaſe 


their 1 Maſters, Is it not a burnin 


Shame in a Chriſtian, a Reformed Kingdom, 
( what Pagan Rome would have bluſh'd at, and 


Cato or Tully have cry d, O Tempora 0 Afares ') 


That a Son of Violence, a Man of the Sword, 

ſhould fit in one of our nig heſt Courts of Juſtice, 
in an Office ſo nearly * to the Crown and 
the Peace, (as it were to brave the Nation, and 
bid them expect Juſtice there, if they dare, ) at- 


der having ſo inſolently broke the Peace, con- 
temn'd the Laws, 105 defi d the Crown; by 
Challenging, Abuſing, Aſſaulting, and Outra- 


87 75 (and that in Weſtminſter-Hall, within fight 
o many Courts of Juſtice, ) one of the 
worthieſt Gentlemen for Learning, Piety, and 


true N that this Age g. can boaſt of; a Mem- 
| ber 


* 
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ber of Parliament, (and What is more Honourable 
in the ſight of God) an active, and very valuable 
Member of your Societies; Becauſe he durſt not 
defy God and the Government, and go the ſborr- 
eff Way to Hell; or perhaps, becauſe he did not 
underſtand a Sword ſo well as himſelf. It is not 
unlikely, he, or Ruffians for him, may ſerve me 
ſo too: But I thank God I am Bully-Proof, and 
fear no Hector, by what Name or T itle ſoever 
dignifi d or diſtinguiſin e. 

Hence we may ſee there is ſtill abundant cauſe 
for that Charge from God, Foſh. 1. 7. Only be 
thou very courageous, that thou may ſ# obſerve to do 
according to all the Law, &c. When to keep the 
Law is as much as a man's Life is worth, ga 

But ſtill this is no juſt Excuſe for Cowardice 
in the diſcharge of our Duty; but only ſhews 
the Neceſſity of Courage; which is to be had 
as well as Wiſdom, or any other Grace, for ask- 
ing. And St. Paul who had ſo often paſt the 
Pikes, declares, I can do all things, Phil. 4. 13. 
through Chriſt which Strengtheneth me. Otherwiſe 
it would be very hard for the Frarful to be put 
into that Black Liſt, or rather dead Warrant, 
Rev. 21. 8. eſpecially ſince being ſfout-hearted 
commonly makes men far from righteouſneſs. . 

But after all, the Trial is not ſo fieree and fi- 
ery as ſome may fancy ; theſe bluſtering Blades 
are nothing near ſo terrible as an 75 with Bun- 
ners; nor do their big [ſwelling Words ſound ſo 
Joud as a Cannon, or a Mortar. And if it ſhould 
be your Lot to be preſs d or trepann'd (as {ome 
have been, for there's Tricks in all Trades ) into 
the Fleet or Army, you muſt have far greater 
2 <>. | Ter- 


1 Al ſet in array againſt. you : Which, yet ſome 
voluntarily encounter for a vain Notion of Ho- 
nour; and others for Eight-pence a day : But 
the Captain of your Salvation will give you - 
therguiſe Pay, and Preferment. Beſides, who is 
He that ſhall harm you, if ye be followers of that 
which is good? The Devil js an arrant Coward; 
face him, and he flees; and all his Vaſſals are like 
| Him: Sin is weak as Water; and Guilt will rrem- 
ble at the Suund of a ſhaken Leaf; and the wicked 
flee when none purſues. They are ſturdy Rebels 
indeed againſt God, but meer Slaves to Man; 
and thro fear of death, are all their life-time ſubjec 
to bondage. They know, if they dye in the Fray, 
they are damn'd ; as a great Dueller {ra kly 
confeſs d to me, That he never enter'd the De- 
vil's Liſts, (which he had often done) but with this 
full Perſwaſion; that if he loſt his Life, his Soul 
was undone for ever. Only Confidence in his 
Skill, and the fear of being Poſted, (and as his 
Expreſſion was, Piſs'd on) (perhaps with the 
help of Brandy or Opium) buoy'd up his Spirits 
from ſinking. So that their Bravery is indeed 
nothing elſe but a baſer fort of Fear, or Cow- 
ardice in another Dreſs. © „ 
But if God ſhould honour you with the lay- 
ing down your Lives in this Glorious Cauſe: \f 
to youit ſhould be given, (and a ſignal Favour it is) 
not only, to ſtrive againſt ſin, but to reſift unto 
Blood; (the Rules before laid down, as to your 
State and Life, being firſt cbſerv'd) I can upon 
better warrant paſs my word, than one is ſaid to 
have done to the Soldiers in the Weſt, My Soul 
for youts, ye ſhall be with Chriſt the ſame dav 


/ 
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in Paradiſe ; and with the noble Army of Mar- 
os. pave him for ever. 27: 

But now 5thly, comes an Objection that re- 
quires Courage on my part; (and IT bleſs God, he 
has given it me) : for I foreſee it will diſturb a 
Waſp's-Neſt, and I expect to have them buzzing 
toward the Door; but yet I cannot baulk it,with- 
out injury to God and Truth. For when we 
exhorp * People to be zealouſly affected in 
this good Matter, they cannot deny the Good- 
neſs of it; but they are (it ſeems) pre-engag'd. 
A civil Anſwer, and ſatisfactory too, if it were 
ſound : Their Zeal is all beſpoke, and they have 
none to ſpare for this Service; becauſe it is all 
taken up already for the Church; and they muſt 
not have too many Irons in the Fire, leſt ſome 
of them cool. But ſure the Church may ſtay a 
little, till God is ſerv'd ; for after Him is Man- 
ners ; ſuppoſing both Interefts could not be car- 
ried on together. Bs | 

Now the Stumbling- block that theſe Gentle- 
men ſeem to ſtart at, is your Name of Reform- 
ers; and I could almoſt wiſh (but now tis too 
late to change it) that you had pitch'd upon ſome 
other, as Amenders ; or that Ja. 58. 12. Reftorers 
of paths to dwell in ; this had been as proper as 
any; for truly there had been no Place for Piety, 
no Living in the World, if ſome ſuch Courſe 
had not been taken. The Name of Reformation, 
they apprehend, threatens the Church, becauſe 
it made ſuch a Change in it an Age and a Halt 
ago; and they fear, we intend ſome rew Alte- 
rations. Whereas, God knows, we think it e- 
nough (and more than we can compals } to 16 
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form the Streets, the Markets, the Taverns, and 
eſpecially the Play-Houſes; and ſure none of 
theſe are Holy Ground. I would not be miſtaken, 
(but I greatly fear I ſhall,) A true hearty Friend 
of the Church, I entirely love and honour : But 
ic provokes me beyond all patience,and tis enough 
to make even a wiſe man mad, to hear a Compa- 
ny of Miſcreants, as wicked almoſt as the De- 
vil could wiſh to have them; not only uſurp, but 
engroſs the Church: as if it were their Enchl re ; 
and all beſides were Heathen Men and Publicans ; 
whereas they ſay, they are Jews, and are not; but do 
lye, and really belong to the Synagogue of Satan; and 
care not a ruſh, if all the Churches in Town were 
in the State of 62, St. Pauls, and the Abbey not 
excepted ; ſo their 7wo Cathedrals, in Drary-lane, 
and Lincolns-Inn-Fields, were but ſafe ; the Sweet- 
Singers, and Anthems of which, charm them far 
more, and raiſe a brisker Devotion, than all the 
Quires in Chriſteydom. . 
I would not have you think, that I ſpeak here 
without Book, tho I preach without Notes. For 
J have met with this Anſwer both in Town and 
Country, again and again; when I have re- 
prov'd Sots, Swearers, Cc. (eſpecially when 
they have been Mellow, or rather Maudlin, as 
they call it;) I am for the Church; I love the 
Church at my Heart. Whether they mean it, by 
way of Privilege, that they have a Church-Licenſe 
for their Crimes; of by way of Atonement, 
that this their Zeal makes an amends for their 
Misdemeanors ; I never ſtood to enquire : For 
fuch Impudence, I confeſs, puts me to a Non- 
plus; and all the Reply I can make, is, I am 
"IM e ſorry 
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bers; the Church (if Tknow any thing of Her Mind) 
had rather bave your Room than your Company. 
Now I love at my Soul to uncaſe an Hypocrice, 
(and am content, if I prove ſuch, to be ſervd fo 
my ſelf) eſpecially ſuch bold brazen Hypocrites, 
who would face the World down againſt all Senſe 
and Reaſon, and even Matter of Fact, that they 
do, or can love any Church at all. Haters of God, 
and Lovers of the Church, one would think were a 
Riddle, if not a Contradiction; and yet tis an 
exceeding common caſe now-a-days. Therefore 
I proceed to enquire what they mean by the 
Church; but this touches upon a Sore, and they 
preſently grow four or ſullen; and I could ne- 
ver yet ſee any of theſe Gentlemen Maſters of 
ſo much Temper, as to give a Man a Civil An- 
{wer, or let one into their Meaning; and I hope 
this Publick Query may procure ancther Letter 
from the Living to the Living, by their Principal 
Secretary, or ſome abler Hand to clear up the 
Point for the World's ſatisfaction. For their 
Church hitherto, and the Atheiſts Nature, are &i 
fngale ; Wards unutterable, Terms too high to be 
explained; Subjects that can neither be ſeen, felt, 
heard, nor underſtood ; and unleſs they will de- 
fine their Shibboletb or (if they were not pro- 
feſs d Enemies to canting, of all things in the 
World) I could find in my heart to call it their 
Cant: we mult be left in the dark, and know not 
how to follow them, though we wculd never ſo 
fain : For if the Word be ambiguous, and the 
Trumpet give an uncertain Scund, who cn prepare 
bimſelf tolbe Battel. But · to give them thei due; 
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ſorry for it; but whilſt you are ſuch unruly Mem- 
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I never hear the Church of God or Chriſt, here 
they are wondrous tender of taking thoſe Sacred 
Names in vain ; though in other Diſcourſe they 
make one Word in five; no, nor the Proteſtant. 
or Reformed Church, but only the Church ; it may 
be the Church of Preſter- Fobn, or the Mufti, for 
any account we can get from them. 
Wherefore, ſuppoſing they mean the Church o 
England, let us proceed to pick out their Senſe 
by the beſt Light we have, till they'll be pleas'd 
to afford us a better. I have ſo much Chari 
for them, as to conclude, they cannot be ſo groſs 
in their Notions, as to look no farther than the 
Walls and the Glebe ; (though ſome too are ſot- 
tiſh enough to ſtick even here.) Well then, do 
they mean by the Church, the Heads or Rulers 
of it (as we commonly mean when we ſay the 
Government); God be praisd, it was. never bet- 
ter headed, thoſe Chairs never better fill'd 
ſince England was a Nation; and God grant they 
may never be worſe, and no Sober Man (I be- 
lieve) will complain : But cheſe Gentlemen are 
quite of another mind , and what they ſay of 
their Spiritual Fathers, is too well known, and 
unfit for this place. Well then, to proceed, do 
they mean by the Church, the Articles of Religi- 
on? (that's the uſual Standard to judge of a 
Church by), viz. the Confeſſion of their Faith? 
No, theſe will not do. There are four or five of 
them, and amongſt the reſt one terrible lon 
one (as long as four others) with a Name almoſt 
as unſizable as Latitudinarianiſm, which look too 
much Geneva-ward, to ſuit the Genius of our Su- 
perfine, .improv'd Arminian Age. Our 1 
* | OTIC- 
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Forefathers the Biſhops and Dignitaries at the 
Synod of Dort, condemned the Arminian Tenets 
as manifeſt Errors; and our Parliament in 1627, 
or thereabouts, complain'd of the increafe of Pa- 
piſts and Arminians, among their Grievances, or 
the growing Evils of the Age, which called for 
a ſpeedy redreſs: But Tempora Mutantur, & c. our 
New Church-Champion (if I don't miftake him) 
can ſee no Reaſon why the Scri ae ſhould not 
be taken in an Arminian Senſe: We are forry for 
that, but can't help it, only we pray that God 
would bleſs his Eyeſight. To proceed in out 
Queſt, Do they mean by the Church, the Ca- 
nons or Homilies ;(theſe our Gentlemen know juſt 
as much of, as the Twelve Tables at Rome, 
or the Laws of the Medes and Perſians ) 
not one of the Laity in Ten, has ever ſeen them, 
and ſcarce one in Five Hundred has Read them 
through.; and if they had, they would find the 
Doctrine of the one too Sound, and Old-faſhi- 
on'd : and the Diſcipline of the other, too ſtrict 
and preciſe for their turn ; and we ſhould quick- 
ly have them in another Tune. Well then; is it 
the Liturgy? (for there is nothing elſe left to ſerve 
for their Standard) Alas! this has too much 
of Scripture; too many Pſalms and Leſſens for their 
Nice Palates; and muſt be dreſs'd, and diſht up 
with exquiſite Muſick to make it go down with 
them. And as much as they pretend to admire 
it, (for 'tis all over Pretence ) they very ſeldom 
come At it ; ( but that may be, leſt roo much 
Familiarity breed Contempt, and becauſe Ad- 
miration is beſt kept up at a diſtance.) One of 
theſe Zeslots, who ſeem d to be a Pillar, could not- 
withſtand- 
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withſtanding his great Reſpect ( if the World? | 
has not wrong d him) in the midſt of his De 
votion, (ſure it was not a ſudden Rapture of Di- 


vine Love) turn the moſt excellent part of it 


into a. Leud, Bla ſphemeus Jeſt; And Fll under- 
take you may find theſe Rleſſed Churelimen; five 
times at a Play, and ten times at a Tavern, fbr 
once at Divine Service. Ii ſuppoſe: yt know 
the New Diſtinction, (tis a nice one; and ſuch 
as Scotus and: Aquinas with all their Subtilty could 
never hit on:) Of the Churel, and For the Church. 
One comes conſtantly to Church; Morfting and 
Afternoon : he is with us, but yet againſt us, or not 
heartily. for us; another comes once in a Moon, 
and then it may be, half Drank; and ſtmells ſo 
ſtrong of Brandy no one can fit near him; and 
fo takes up the Room of two better than Himſelf; 
(this is all the Church gets by him}) and yet 
he is Violently for the Chureb; and! Hic vir, bie 
18 this is the Man for their Turn. Indeed to 
de too conſtant, and ſerious in all its Ordinan- 
ces, eſpecially if for two Sermons a Day, is with 
them an ill ſign, it has a Phanatic Aſpect; and 
if they would venture to ſpeak out, this is their 
fenſe at the bottom: He drives the Point too 
far, he's i» Good Earneſt for the Church; he's 2 
Dangerous Perſon. _ | 
To Sum up our Evidence; theſe Gentlemen's 
Churchſhip is not to be found in the Book of Ar- 
ticles, of Canons, of Homilies, nor of Common- 
Prayer, nor in any Book that I know of, but (what 
I never could ſee, nor can ſay any thing to), the 
Book of Sports. Yes, there's one Book all over 
Canonical; and with them the Pillar and Ground of 
TMR". Truth, 
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Ju; the Author, of it came to an ill End, but 
his End was according to his Works ; (for the Devil 
had never a more Serviceable Tool); and that is 
e one Canto of which in their Account, 
, 1s worth all the Cant of St. Pauls Epiſtles; and 
Ice known ſome, who were Train d up for 
Champions, have got every Line of Hudibras by 
Heart before they could ſay one Chapter of the. 
Bible, or had Read it perhaps as far as Exodus. And 
no- wonder if it were had in ſuch high eſteem; 
when a Defender of the Faith declared at the 
Council- Table, it was the beſt Book that ever 
was Printed; and yet I think the Bible had then 
paſs'd the Preſs. . 

To conclude, The Scrutiny of a Church-man is 
made. now-a-days by a few upſtart, paultry 
Terms, and Uſages; of which, with my beſt 
Eyes, Inevyer could ſee the leaſt hint, or men- 
tion in all the Canons, Rabrick,Rituals,nor any Pub- 
lick Authentick Inſtrument of the Church what- 
foeyer (and I think I am reaſonably well Read 
in them all:) And the whole World knows we hold 
no umvritten Traditions z but uſe this as one of our 
beſt Pleas againſt the Papiſts; that we deal above- 
board, and let every one fairly ſee in Black and 
White to what they muſt Conform. Now theſs 
new Marks of Church-Memberſhip, which ſerve _ 
as Teſts or Criterions to find out a Phanatick Wolf 
in Sheeps Cloathing, are theſe which foilow. 
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1. To call the Communion-Table an Altar, 
which ſuppoſes a Sacrifice; and I never heard 
of any outward Sacrifice among Chriltians, but 
that of the A. 

'Þ« 2. Con- 
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found Reverence or Congee to, or toward Y 22 
which by the way, is far more reaſonable in the 


” f N 


2. Conformably to this term, to make a pro- 


s 


Church of Rome, for they have ſomething to Plead 
in its Defence: wiz. that they have their God 
before them in the Pix, as a preſent Object of 
their Devotion. I have been very Inquiſitive 
about the true Riſe, and Reaſon of this Practice; 
but how, or when it came up, I could never get ; 
an Account, nor. indeed any other but this, from' 
the moſt Learned and Judictous of my Acquainf- 
ance ; that tis a Laudable Cuſtom. — 

3. To turn their Faces toward the Eaſt when 
they repeat the Creed, ( and many, when they 
perform other parts of their Devotion: ) for 
which the only Precedents I can meet with, are 
thoſe Twenty five Men, whom the Prophet 
Ezekiel caught, Exe. 8. 16. (and I think he does 
not much commend them for it,) With their Backs 
roward the Temple of the Lord, and their Faces to- 
ward the Eaſt, but they had fome Reaſon on their 
ſide,for it ſeems they were Worſhipping the Sun. 

4. Upon pain of Phanaticiſm to call the Chri- 


ſtian Sabbath by no other, but the Old Heatheniſh 
Name of Sunday, and accordingly to make as 


Heatheniſh an uſe of it: to ſcruple no Viſits, Jour- 

neys, Diverſions, &c. but to end it at Noon: 
for a Sabbatarian (tis well known) is of all others, 
the Rankeſt Phanatick. I ſuppoſe twas in the 
Strength of this Church-Principle, that ſome 
great Patriots and Pillars of the Church (whom 


Ihappen d lately to over-hear comparing Notes,) 


had been late at a Tavern on a Sunday-night in a 
cloſe Conſult, for Sec1ring the Church; and by. 
e . . good 
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Of. fie the Memory of 

William, and throw all the Hirt upon Him th 
can, (of which I have, to my ſorrow, too abun- 
dant proof) yet I take him to be the beſt Friend 
the Church of England has had for at leaſt fifty 
Vears before; perhaps, ſince the Conqueſt: Not- 
withſtanding that Perilous Innovation, not in the 
Church, but in His own Chappel, (as ſure He might 
4% what He would in His Own) of having the Li. 

tany, and other Prayers, rather ſaid than ſung ': 
For I defie Malice it ſelf to prove any other Inva\ 
— or Encroachment upon the Church, againſt 


6. What I know not well whether it be a 
Civil or Sacred Tei, (a Sacred it ſhould be by 
being conſtantly uncovered at it); and whether 
it requires Conſtant or but Occaſional Conformity, I 
leave to the Learned; To drink the Church's 
Health: And I ſuppoſe the Rule is, as in other 
'Caſes, Fill as ye love Her; and She ſays, as 
Cant. F O Friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly. 
Now I muft confeſs, this is no Rigid 7e/, if the 
Liquor be good ; nay, III grant tis a pleaſant, 
and agreeable , but in my Mind no very Reaſb- 
nable nor Acceptable Service: When I know the 
Mind of Chrift farther about it, I ſhall readily 
alter my own. Now if ſuch Drink-offering s 
may pals for Deyotion, we need nor compaſs Sea 
and Land to gain Proſelytes; for Fil undertake for 
enow who (put only Tavern for Temple) ſhalt. 
vye with Holy Anna for Perſeverance, and like 
15 R | her 
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Now I don't think. [6 ſelf 8 to regard 
n new Whim, at, leaſt till the Publick;Impri- 
2natur be ſet to it: It ſome People advance new 
Nations of a Middle State, and. Prayers. for the 
Dead, and others make Fine Apoſtrophe's to Saints 
(Which ſome would be ready to call Prayers) 
and then to bring their, own Conceits intovogue, 
cry, the Cbureb the Church; I cant; apprehend 
my felf bound by. virtue of Canonical Obedience 
to follow the Cry. I owe Obedience to 5 
Lawful Superiors both in, Church a+ State 
nothing ſinful be enjoin d), but {till Thave 040 
much Wit as to diſtinguiſh between Divine and 
Humane, between. Cauon and Canon; that of  Serip- 
ure and that of Convocation 3; and to pay the Juſt 
and proper deference to each: and not give un- 
. to Cefer, no, nor St. Peter er rhe 15 oi f 
are God s, 5 WORLD: 
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met with 3 and ſharper than the Knives and Lan- 
cers wherewith his Adverſaries cut 'themſelves: If 
we Fight not ſuch Antagoniſts with their own 


Weapons there is no end: for Scoff and Banter is 


the whole of their Argument ; and if we offer 
them any thing ſerious, they have a ſpeedy Re- 
ply to turn it all into Burleſque. Tho if we would 
uſe the utmoſt Gravity, the Subje& will not bear 
it: and to be ſerious about a trifling Impertinence 
is not only abſurd, but almoſt impoſſible. 

I come now to the laſt Objection, which I 
purpoſely kept to bring up the Rear, becauſe I 
muſt debate with you a little upon it; and here 
I ſhall be truly ſerious, (as the Subject requires.) 
Tis ſaid your Work ſeems at a ſtand, nay; ſome 
give out, (but I hope they'll be found Lyars) 
that there's little or nothing done now-a-days itt 
it but hearing Reformation-Sermons. That there 
is a viſible abatement of Succeſs cannot be de- 
ny'd, unleſs we will give all our Senſes the Lie; 
and if my Eyes and Ears are my own, (and'I do 
ſometimes look abroad in the World) things are 
not right, nor as they us'd to be: The two Ends | 
of the Town were always very looſe, and I'm 
afraid always will be; for when Seamen and 
Soldiers, Footmen and Players, begin to Reform, 
I fhall be apt to conclude the World's near an] 
end: But the City is us'd to be more Sober and | 
Civiliz d; I could have gone ſome while ſince] 
from the Tower to the Temple without hearing an 
Oath ; but now they are al moſt as rife as in the 


Suburbs, however, much rifer than they were. 


Pray, Gentlemen, where muſt the N 
tye, for a Stoppage there is, or Wickedneſs could 
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not ſo ſtrangely and ſuddenly overflow ? I dare 
not look up to the Higher Powers; King Ama- 
⁊iab has taught me better Manners, 2 Chr. 25. 
16. Art thou made of the King s Council? Forbear, 
why ſhouldeſt thou be ſmitten ? And another Ama- 


⁊iab, (tho not of the ſame Dignity) has back d 


it with a like Advice, Ho. 7. 12. O thou Seer, flee 


unto the Land of Fudah, and there eat Bread, &c. 


"Tis dangerous meddling with thoſe above us, 
but J hope a modeſt Enquiry may give no Of- 
fence. As to Her Majeſty, 'tis plain She has 
done Her Part, She has ſent forth Precept upon 
Precept, Proclamation upon Proclamation, and 
ſtrictly charg'd them to be executed with Vigor. 
Is the Failure in the ſubordinate Magiſtrate *God 
forbid. Tis true we have had a great and ſur- 


prizing Alteration made amongſt them; but we 


muſt ſuppoſe for the better, and not for the 
worſe; Or why was it made? We ſhould always 
preſume there are good Reaſons for what our 


Governors do, tho' we are not able to conceive 
them; for the Heart of Kings u unſearchable. The 


Fault therefore, Gentlemen, muſt lye at your 


Door; and clear your ſelves of it as well as you 


can. I am afraid you are grown weary of well do- 
ing, and begin to faint in your Minds; that you 


have ſunk under Diſcouragements, and been rea- 
dy to throw up your Deſign as deſperate. But 


you'd ſay if you durſt, 1s there not a Cauſe ? Ay, 
that there is, and a manifeſt one too, if any 
One had the Courage to declare it. Come, Gen- 


tlemen, to be plain with you; ye have had ma- 


ny admirable Sermons: But tis not every one 


that dares tell you the Truth; but (God be praiſ- 
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| 200 L dare peak the bclgcht Trug; #64 chat be. 
Fore the haughtieft Worm, or the proudeſt AL 
ſembly of Treagherots Men under the Sun. The 
Caſe is this, (and it cannot be hid) tho ſome 
think it ſhoul ade ba ſhewn, but I am not of 
their Mind? You are foully trick'd and abus d, 
you are fed wich fair Hopes, and arms d with 
goodly Pretences, yet nothing is done nor in- 
tended to be done in your Favour, but much to 
oppoſe you: In the mean while, your Money is 
ſpent; your Time waſted; your Zealous Endea- 
vours Corn d, hated, and ridical d; your At- 
tempts baffled; 5 your Perſons aMontel, in inſulted, 
Aſſaulted; your Lies threatned, and 'often en- 
danger d; and this not only conniv'd at, but ſe- 


cretly encour - fy 
Theſe, youU ſay, are ſtra Expreffions; 
nd what I have 


but no more ſtrange than true : 
aid, I'fl ſtand to, let who dare call me to a Pub- 
lick Account fort, as ſoon as they pleaſe: I ſhall 
be forth- coming; and then they may hear a lit- 
tle more of my mind, and more perhaps than 
they Il be willing to hear. I know my Commiiſf- 
on, and my Call from God to the Service of this 
Day; and can produce it, (if need be.) Ezek.26. 
Tho briars and thorns be with thee, and thou doſt 
AE among cor pions, be not afraid of their words, 
nor be diſmayed at their looks ; tho they be a rebellious 
houſe. Had thou ſhalt ſpeak words unto them, 
ber ber they will bear, or whe 7 they will forbear; 
for they are moſt rebellious, Come; Bo Jn not 
de mockd; and Truth mbſt be ſpoken where he 
i concern dz (for as to State-Matters Ine er 
YO my Head: 0 and ſhall be ſpoken are 8 
ve 
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have a Tongue, tho' all the Devils in Hell and 
Incarnate conſpire to ſtifle it; nay, tho I were 
ſure to be cudgelłd or Coventry d, or have my 
Throat cut the next hour: Til go one Step fur- 
ther, thro' Chriſ# abo ſtrengtheneth me; tho Iwere 
ſure (as that Glorious Martyr, yy Brouſſon, 
by that expreſs Image of Satan, the King over 
all the Children of Pride, that Prince of Bullies, 
Hector le Grand, (for Hectors are always both 
Cowards and Cruel) who would not leave one 
Grain of Liberty or Piety in the World:) to be 
broken upon the Wheel. And who knows how 
ſoon I may fall into his hands? For there are 
many amongſt us, who would ſell their Prince, 
their Country, their Church, their Souls, (thofſe 
they d ſell for Six pence, for they don't believe 
they have any) to bring his Iron Yoke upon 
our Necks; if it were but to be no more plagu'd 
with Reformation. Then they know Claret will 
be cheap, French Whores will abound, (which 
will ſink the Price) and hell give them leave to 
be as wicked as they pleaſe; (which is all they 
want.) ſo they but acknowledge his Will for 
Supreme, and fall down and worſhipthe Gelen Image 


which he has ſet up. And he is as truly worſhipp d 


as any of the Rowan Heathen Emperors. 
For (befides what I have often heard) that the 
Officers and orhers when they mount the Guards 
pay their Devoirs to His Statue : a Gentleman 
ſhewed me, not long ſince, an Inſcription taken 
off His Statue at Arles, which is as rank Blaſphe- 


y as ever Nebuchndgezzar or Nero were guilty 


of. Imperatoriae Ludovici XIV. Majeſtati, Iconi- 
cum hoc Simulatrum, quaſi Præſens Numen ſuſpiceret, 
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Civitas Arelatenſis Senatus Conſulto publice coli juſiit : 
We may render it (though not exactly) thus, To 
the Imperial Majeſty of Lewis XIV. the City of Ar- 
les by a Decree of Parliament, has commanded this 
Statue, bearing His Reſemblance, as if they loołt up 
to a Preſent Deity, to be publickly worſhipt. 

The World is not Blind, though through fear 
it be Dumb ; every one ſees which way things 
go, though moſt think it Wiſdom to hear and 
ee and ſay. nothing; but our Charge runs other- 
wiſe, J. 58. 1. Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy 


voice like a jrumpet, and ſhew my people their tranſ- - 


greſſions. And I hope I may add in thoſe words 
of the Prophet Micah, (for Scripture may be 
quoted without Offence ; and if 1t happen to 
hit the caſe too exactly we can't help that;) 3.8. 
But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord, 
and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Fa- 
cob his tranſgreſſion, and to Iſrael his ſm. Hear thus 
I pray you, ye heads of the houſe of Facob -—- that 
abhor judgment, and pervert all equity. Who dont 
know how many bitter Enemies, of Godlineſs, 
obſtinate Non- jurors, and reputed Friends of 
the French, (for that Triple- League between Rome, 
France, and Hell; that threefold Cord, can never be 
untwiſted, though I hope it will be broken, ) are 
in Places of Publick Truſt ; for Places of Pro- 
fit only I ſhould never grudge them, ſo it be not 
their Power to Sell and Betray us? How ma- 
ny Grave, Sober, Pious Magiſtrates, Men that 
Feared God and Hated Sin, have been put out of 
Commiſſion, and their Places fill'd up with wild, 
debauched, he@oring Blades, who Swear, and 
Drink, and Game ; whom when you, Gentle- 
N men, 
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men, have hunted from Bowling-Green to Ta- 
vern ; to give Information againſt Offenders, 
they ſhall Curſe you for preciſe Phanatical Dogs 5 
and if you preſs the Point upon them, ſhall 
Cane you, or Draw upon you, or Expoſe you 
to the Scorn and Rage of the Rabble. There 
are ſome Counties where for many Miles round 
they are in the ſame State as Laiſh, Fudg. 18. 7. 
) There was no magiſtrate in the land that might put 

them to ſhame in any thing, unleſs for diſcharging 
their Duty to God ; and for this, they will Shame 
them abundantly. I know where one of theſe 
Egregious Magiſtrates, and Bleſſed Guardians of 
the Peace, not long ſince rode on Horſeback 
Drunk into a Meeting-Houſe, and ask'd them, 
What they did there Worſhipping the Devil ? But ne- 
| ver was calldto an Account forthe Riot. I was 
further aſſur'd by a Perſon of Note, (whom III 
name when call d to it), That one at the Top of 
| the Law, declared you were a Publick Nuiſance; 
a Nuiſance ye are indeed, to the Devil and his 4 
| Party; the greateſt they were ever plagu'd with | 
ſince Chriſt and his Apoſtles were on Earth: and | 
3 I truſt you will be a greater ſtill; but ye are un- i] 
to God, 2 Cor. 2. 15. 4 ſweet ſavour of 8 in 
them that are ſav d, and in them that periſh. You | 
are at vaſt Expence to proſecute Players for their 
Monſtrous Prophaneneſs : but don't miſtake 
your ſelves, they have more Friends in Court 
than you; they have Counſel to Plead for 
them without Fee; they have the advantage of | 
any flip or error in the Indictment, not only al- : 
low'd but ſhewn them too; (and perhaps he that i 


draws it up for you may betray you,) and if 
FE IG | they 


they are Convicted ( becauſe ſometimes there 
no Evaſion without throwing off the Vizor, 
and there is a time for all things,) they have 
enow ready to make a Purſe and pay their Fine. 


For Fine is Penalty enough for ſuch petty veni- 


al Crimes as Blaſphemy, and abominable Idola- 
tries, in Swearing by and Adoring Heathen Gods, 
that is, Devils; who are as much pleasd with 
this Homage as that of the Ancient Pagans, 
Thoſe Honourable Perſons muſt not be Pillory d, 
twould ſpoil their Reputation; and they would 
not appear afterwards with a good Grace on the 
Stage ; and fo the Town would ſuffer in its dea- 
reſt Diverſions. Open War againft God and Chrif, 
and good Manners, ſtabs at the very Heart of Re- 
ligion have no ſpice of Sedition, but are (1 
warrant) conſiſtent with Loyalty, (and you 
may remember the time, if you don't, I do, 
when Lewdneſs and Loyalty were made by ſome 
the whole Duty of Man.) Thar Guilt and Pe- 
nalty belongs to thoſe raſh unwary Zealots who 
have no more Wit and Manners than to tell 
Tales, and! know more than their Betters would 
have them. It is not long ſince T had occaſion 
to wait upon one who is now in an high Poſt 
of Juſtice, and I found him Drinking, and moſt 
familiarly converſing with a very Infamous 275 


er; and ſuch a Magiſtrate is like to be hearty 


. F g Boſom- Friends to cond 17 Puniſhment. 
II fay no more, for Thave ſaid enough alrea- 
dy, till Authority ſhall queſtion me for what I 
have ſaid. I ſhall only make this ſhort Applica- 
tion, and J pray remember it; for there may be 
Something in it, and More than every one ima- 
1 | Sine 


privy, or conſenti 
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fins God hasbeenmock'd, ag pf mock'd, 
and he has highly reſented it, and ſhewn his 
 Refentment : He has loudly warned us by a 
Voice from Heaven; A Voice full of Terror and 
11 jeſty, the late dreadful and unexampled Storn 
Je has k mock'd again ſince that; mock'd 
the ſame day, by falſe, feigned Pretences 
Zeal for him; when all was directly levell'd 
againſt him; mock'd ſoon after by that Aſſem- 
bly of Mockers the Players, in their Macherh, and 
Tempeſt, He ſeems to put up the Affront, and 
waits, that he may be Gracious to us ; and I con- 
ceive, he may . once more by me, that 
ye be no more Mockers, leſt your bands be made fr , 
ut beware of the Third time ; for if he peaks 
- again, Im afraid, he'll ſpeak with a vengeance, 
I am ſenſible I have ſaid enough to bring 
wn an Hurricane upon my own Head; an 
let it fall when and how it will, uy heart & fixed; 
truſting in the Lord. Let what will come of it, 
ſo Chriſt be magnified; I therein rejoyce, yea, and 
will regoyce. As for you. Gentlemen, I ac- 
quit you before the World, from being any ways 
to my Reiß or you 
knew me no more Thakk th@reſt of the World: 
and I would not for all I am worth, and a Thou- 
ſand times more, you, or your Good Deſign 
ſhould fare the worſe on my Account. Leave 
me to God and myſelf, for to my own Maſter J 
' ſtand or fall. I tham God, I am above both the 


7 Hopes and Fes of Man; and neither need nor 


deſire ani nes Countenanceor Protection: For 
God is my ſhield, and exceeding great reward: and 
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